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Introduction

The future of Sunday school + 
family ministry is NOW.

Thom and Joani Schultz
Chairman and Chief Creative Officer
Group Publishing, Inc. 

N o doubt about it, the world is changing. Families used to go to church every week. Kids used 
to have longer attention spans. Teachers used to have more time to prepare. And didn’t our 

budgets used to be bigger?

Even the Sunday school Bible curriculum you used just a couple of years ago is already out of date. 
But there’s one thing that’s never changed: the need to grow families closer to Jesus.

That’s why we created FaithWeaver NOW®, and it’s different from anything you’ve ever seen before!

It combines Sunday school with family ministry. 
Sure, you’ve seen Sunday school aimed at families. But FaithWeaver NOW actually hits the target 
by having everyone in the family learning about the same Scripture each week.

It’s simpler and easier. 
Sometimes change is a wonderful thing. Gone are the days when you needed to spend hours 
preparing your lessons and hunting for supplies. FaithWeaver NOW will have you and your team 
ready to go in a snap.

It’s made for NOW. 
Life is complicated and full of distractions. FaithWeaver NOW keeps faith on track through even the 
most frenzied lifestyles.

What makes FaithWeaver NOW the perfect curriculum for 
TODAY’s church?
 n  Families learn the same Bible passage in age-appropriate ways.
 n  Kids don’t just hear the Word. They experience it.
 n  Simple and easy lessons fit even the busiest lives.
 n  Kids see God in their everyday world.
 n  The Scope & Sequence goes through the Bible every three years.
 n  You can customize it however you like, with both print and digital versions.

Create a vibrant family ministry that’s new…that’s 
wow…that’s NOW. FaithWeaver NOW gives you 
a fresh strategy for being more successful than 
ever in bringing families closer to Jesus.
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Lesson 1 

Bible Point 
Obey God.

Key Verse
“So be careful to do 
what the Lord your God 
has commanded you; 
do not turn aside to 
the right or to the left. 
Walk in all the way that 
the Lord your God has 
commanded you, so 
that you may live and 
prosper and prolong 
your days in the land 
that you will possess” 
(Deuteronomy 5:32-33).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will choose to 
obey, even when it’s 
difficult.

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Lightning Fast React   

(about 10 min.)
Obey the leader’s 
rapid-fire commands.

prizes or treats for 
each child

“Why?”     

(about 10 min.)
Explore what Abraham 
and Isaac went through 
as God told Abraham to 
sacrifice his son.

Bibles, paper, pens
Teacher Pack: Bible 
Timeline

2

Bible 
Exploration

Trust and Obey      

(about 10 min.)
Create an obedience 
altar, and sing 
“Trust and Obey.”

Bible Truth Sleuth, 
pens, several pairs of 
scissors, tape or glue 
sticks, CD player, copies 
of the lyrics page (at the 
end of this lesson)
Teacher Pack: CD

Tear out the Lesson 1 pages 
from each Bible Truth Sleuth 
student book.

Key Verse Graffiti 

Mural

(about 15 min.)
Illustrate the Key 
Verse to discover what 
God’s Word says about 
obedience.

Bibles, large piece of 
poster board, scissors, 
markers, tape

Cut poster board into 5 sections 
and write the following sections 
of the Key Verse, one per 
poster board, at the top of the 
5 pieces:
1.  So be careful to do what 

the Lord your God has 
commanded you;

2.  do not turn aside to the right 
or to the left.

3.  Walk in all the way that 
the Lord your God has 
commanded you,

4.  so that you may live and 
prosper and prolong your days

5.  in the land that you will 
possess.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

T hird- and fourth-graders are used to obeying parents, teachers, and other people in 
authority. But sometimes it’s harder to learn to obey someone who’s not physically 

there. Abraham walked closely with God, so he was able to obey God easily—even 
when God asked him to do something that was very hard. Use this lesson to help kids 
understand that walking closely with God will help them learn to obey him better. 

God Tests Abraham 
Genesis 22:1-18
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LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

Hangin’ Tough!     

(about 15 min.)
Talk about ways to obey 
even when it’s difficult.

red, black, and green 
markers
Teacher Pack: 

“Hangin’ 
Tough” poster

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenges

(about 5 min.)
Choose a Daily Challenge 
to apply God’s Word.

Bible Truth Sleuth

Weaving Faith at Home

(about 2 min.) 
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with 
their families.

Bible Truth Sleuth, 
Teacher Pack:  

“Hangin’ Tough” 
 poster

Tear out the letter to 
parents from each 
Bible Truth Sleuth 
student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

A Preface for Today’s Material

This account may seem horrifying if one doesn’t 
study it carefully. It’s hard to understand how our 
good God could command a parent to sacrifice a 
child. But if we examine the text, we can take comfort 
in knowing that God never intended for Abraham to 
sacrifice Isaac. The whole event was designed to test 
Abraham; it was a chance for him to grow his faith 
and learn about God’s faithfulness. 

Abraham Obeys God’s 
Command to Sacrifice His Son

Isaac was the embodiment of all of God’s promises 
to Abraham. However, no matter how surprised 
or saddened Abraham must have been, Abraham 
obeyed. The Bible says he set out the very next day. 
When Abraham knew what God wanted him to do, he 
set out to do it.

Abraham’s faith in God and his willingness to obey 
are truly amazing. Not only was he willing to sacrifice 
his son, but he maintained faith in God’s promise 
about Isaac. He said to his servants, “We will come 
back to you” (Genesis 22:5). Somehow Abraham 
was confident that in spite of this recent command, 
God would preserve Isaac, through whom God 
had promised to make Abraham’s descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the heavens!

Abraham and Isaac Journey  
to the Place of Sacrifice

It took Abraham and Isaac three days to travel about 
50 miles over rough, mountainous terrain. During the 
trip, Abraham had time to think. Certainly questions 
flooded his mind: “What if God really does let Isaac 
die? What will I tell Sarah? Might this God I’m serving 
abandon me now after all these promises?” Abraham 
could easily have justified disobedience in this case—

after all, this was the child God had promised to him 
and Sarah; maybe the voice he had heard wasn’t 
God’s after all. But whatever thoughts went through 
his mind, Abraham never swerved from his steadfast 
obedience. 

Isaac Also Obeyed God

The Bible tells us nothing of Isaac’s thoughts or 
feelings during this trip. He must have noticed that 
his father was behaving strangely. But Isaac showed 
faith, too. He submitted to being placed on the altar 
in obedience to God’s command.

The Jesus Connection

God loves us and he loved Abraham. God’s test 
helped Abraham realize his own commitment to God, 
and the tests in our lives can help strengthen and 
deepen our faith, too.

How can you trust God in the middle of trials 
and difficulty? Invite God into your decisions and 
challenges and trust him to lead you no matter what 
the road ahead looks like. You can write your prayer 
below.

God Tests Abraham
Genesis 22:1-18
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Lightning Fast React  

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went. Have kids 
stand on one side of the room. 

Say: I’m going to give you some commands. When I give you a command, follow it 

right away. If you do just as I say, you’ll get a surprise. Is everyone ready?

When everyone is ready, start quickly calling out commands. Some suggestions might 
be “Put your hands on your head,” “Do a push-up,” “Run in place,” “Do a sit-up,” or 
“Shout ‘hallelujah!’ ” Give the kids a maximum of 10 commands, and then let them rest 
for a moment. Then give another round of commands. Play two or three rounds of this 
game. When you’ve finished, award the kids the prize or treat you’ve promised.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n Was it difficult to obey my commands? Why or why not?

 n Why did you decide to obey the commands?

 n What are some reasons not to obey someone? 

Say: Today we’ll learn about a man who obeyed God and did it right away. His 

name is Abraham, and God asked him to do something very difficult. We’ll learn 

why Abraham obeyed God and discover that it’s good for us to  OBEY GOD, too. 

“Why?”  

What You’ll Do 
Show kids the Bible Timeline, pointing out Abraham and Isaac on the “God Tests Abraham” 
picture. Have kids form four groups; give each group pens, paper, and at least one Bible.

Say: Today we’ll learn about Abraham and Isaac and about how God tested 

Abraham. Each group will have a passage of Scripture to read. Read the passage 

twice, and then come up with questions you have. They might be questions for 

God, for Abraham, or for Isaac. 

Give groups their passages, and allow time for them to read and come up with questions. 
Group 1: Genesis 22:1-5
Group 2: Genesis 22:6-8

Lightning Fast React

Supplies

prizes or treats for each 
child

! ALLERGY
 ALERT

“Why?”

Supplies

Bibles
paper
pens 
Teacher Pack

Bible Timeline
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Group 3: Genesis 22:9-12
Group 4: Genesis 22:13-18

When kids are finished, have them come together. Have a willing child from each group 
summarize that group’s Scripture and read the questions the group came up with. 

Say: We can’t possibly know for sure why God told Abraham to sacrifice his son. 

It does seem to have been a test to see how much Abraham was willing to give to 

God. God wants all of us. When we  OBEY GOD, he knows that we’re putting him 

first in our lives.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n What was the hardest question for you to wrestle with? Why?

 n Tell about a time you obeyed God even when it was hard. 

Say: Sometimes it’s hard for us to  OBEY GOD. It was probably hard for 

Abraham to obey God and risk harming his son. But God still wants us to follow his 

commands. Let’s see what that means.

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Trust and Obey 

What You’ll Do 
Distribute pens and this week’s Bible Truth Sleuth pages, and have kids turn to the 
“Obedience Altar” activity. Have kids cut out the logs and rocks at the bottom of the 
page, and then have them glue or tape the rocks together to make an altar. Encourage 
them to think of things they might need to sacrifice to obey God, such as watching 
a lot of TV, playing video games, or hanging out with a certain group of influential 
friends. Then have them write those things on the logs they cut out. As their sacrifice of 
obedience to God, have them tape or glue the logs onto the rocks.

Say: We always need to obey God. Although you’ll sometimes have to sacrifice 

things, God probably won’t ask you to do what he asked Abraham to do. When we 

 OBEY GOD, it pleases God and allows him to make our lives the best they can 

be. Let’s sing a song about obedience.

Hand out copies of the lyrics, and play “Trust and Obey” (track 3 on the CD). Lead kids 
in singing the song.

Trust and Obey

Supplies

Bible Truth Sleuth
pens 
several pairs of scissors
tape or glue sticks
CD player
copies of the lyrics page 
(at the end of this 
lesson)

Teacher Pack

CD: “Trust and Obey” 
(track 3)

Trust and Obey

Easy Prep

Tear out the Lesson 1 
pages from each Bible 
Truth Sleuth student 
book. 



Lesson 1 Grades 3 & 4Summer Quarter

10

 When we walk with the Lord

In the light of his Word, 

What a glory he sheds on our way! 

While we do his good will, 

He abides with us still 

And with all who will trust and obey. 

Trust and obey,  

For there’s no other way 

To be happy in Jesus,  

But to trust and obey.  

When we walk with the Lord 

In the light of his Word, 

What a glory he sheds on our way! 

While we do his good will, 

He abides with us still 

And with all who will trust and obey. 

Trust and obey,  

For there’s no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, 

But to trust and obey.

“Trust and Obey” by John H. Sammis.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n What are some things you needed to sacrifice to obey God?

 n When do you find it easy to obey God? 

 n What kinds of things might you have to give up to follow Jesus?

 n How does trusting God connect to obeying him?

Say: Abraham’s life shows us that sometimes it’s difficult to obey God. But he’s 

always there to help us, because it pleases him when we  OBEY GOD. Because 

he loves us and wants the best for us, he’ll help us to be obedient, especially when 

it’s difficult.
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Key Verse Graffiti Mural

What You’ll Do 
Make sure each child has a Bible. Say: Our Key Verse today is Deuteronomy 5:32-33.

Have kids find the Key Verse in their Bibles, and ask a willing child to read the verse aloud: 
“So be careful to do what the Lord your God has commanded you; do not turn aside to the 
right or to the left. Walk in all the way that the Lord your God has commanded you, so that 
you may live and prosper and prolong your days in the land that you will possess.” 

Say: Let’s create a mural about our Key Verse.

Have kids form five groups. Distribute markers to each group. Assign each group a section 
of the Key Verse, and have the kids rewrite that section in their own words on the appropriate  
poster board. Then have them draw pictures on the poster board to illustrate the verse. 

After kids have finished their murals, have them help you attach them all together and tape 
them to a wall. Review the entire verse.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n   How would you sum up this verse?

 n  Why is it important to do what God has commanded us?

 n  What’s one way you can live out this verse?

Say: When we  OBEY GOD it pleases him. He wants to be able to give us the best he 

has for us. The promise he gives here for obedience—“that you may live and prosper 

and prolong your days”—is just the beginning of all the good things he wants to bring to 

our lives. Abraham is proof of that. But we must be obedient to him to receive his best. 

God can help us obey in all situations, even when it’s difficult.

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

Hangin’ Tough! 

What You’ll Do 
Hang up the “Hangin’ Tough” poster, and gather kids around it. Have the markers nearby.

Say: I want you to look at the poster. I’ll read what each of these situations is 

about. Then you’ll decide whether obeying in that situation would be easy, difficult, 

Key Verse Graffiti 

Mural

Supplies

Bibles
large piece of poster 
board

scissors
markers
tape

Key Verse Graffiti 

Mural

Easy Prep

Cut poster board into 5 
sections and write the 
following sections of 
the Key Verse, one per 
poster board, at the top 
of the 5 pieces:
1.  So be careful to do 

what the Lord your 
God has commanded 
you;

2.  do not turn aside to 
the right or to the left.

3.  Walk in all the way 
that the Lord your God 
has commanded you,

4.  so that you may live 
and prosper and 
prolong your days

5.  in the land that you 
will possess.

Hangin’ Tough!

Supplies

red, black, and green 
markers

Teacher Pack

“Hangin’ Tough” poster
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or impossible. If you think it would be easy, use the green marker to draw a check 

mark on the area of the poster showing the scenario I’ve read. If you think it 

would be difficult, use a red marker to draw a check mark on the scenario. And if 

you think it would be impossible to obey, use a black marker to draw an X on the 

scenario. Okay, is everyone ready?

When kids understand what they are supposed to do, read the following situations.

Say: In the first situation, you feel God is prompting you to tell a real tough kid 

about Jesus and how to have a relationship with him. This kid looks especially 

angry today.

Allow kids to make their marks on the poster.

Say: In the second situation, school’s out and you want to go play with your 

neighborhood friends, but your parents have asked you to spend the day playing 

instead with your younger brother or sister.

Allow kids to make their marks on the poster.

Say: In the third situation, you find $5 on the floor of your classroom. In the past, 

your teacher has been clear that when you find things like this, you have to turn 

them in to him.

Allow kids to make their marks on the poster.

Say: In the fourth situation, your soccer team has some make-up games scheduled 

on Sunday mornings for the next two weeks. You’re a key player for the team, but 

your parents have said that you can’t miss church for games.

Allow kids to make their marks on the poster.

Say: In the fifth situation, you’ve told your friends you could hang out with them all 

weekend. Your dad tells you that this is the weekend you’re supposed to do yard- 

work for elderly people in your church, and you have to tell your friends you can’t 

hang out with them.

Allow kids to make their marks on the poster.

Say: In the sixth situation, a bully who wants to fight you threatens you. Even your 

Christian friends wonder why you don’t fight this bully, but your parents have 

taught you that God says to “turn the other cheek,” meaning you shouldn’t fight.

Allow kids to make their marks on the poster.

Say: In the seventh situation, you’re reading your Bible and come to the verse that 

says, “Honor your father and mother.” You’re mad at your mom and dad, though, 

because they won’t let you have the new video game you want.
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Allow kids to make their marks on the poster.

Say: In the last situation, your parents have taught you to give part of your 

allowance to God in church. This week if you don’t give money in the collection, 

you will have just enough to buy the new music you want.

Allow kids to make their marks on the poster.

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
 n   What’s the most difficult thing about obeying in each of these situations? 

 n   How can God help you obey in each situation?

 n   Which of these situations most reminded you of one you’ve faced recently?  

What can you do to obey in that situation? 

Say: Our obedience pleases God. We can strive to  OBEY GOD in every 

part of our lives, even if it’s hard—just as it was for Abraham. But God won’t ask us 

to do something impossible; he’ll always help us, just as he did by providing a ram 

for Abraham to sacrifice.

4  LASTING
                   IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s consider how we can  OBEY GOD this week, even when it’s hard. 

Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges on their Bible Truth Sleuth pages and choose 
one to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
 n     Obey right away when a parent asks you to do something.

 n   One way to obey God is by loving others. Do something loving for a family 

member or friend this week.

 n   It takes sacrifice to obey God. Give something up this week, and spend that 

time growing closer to God.

Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell the kids what you chose. Kids 
will be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing 
the same. 

Daily Challenges 

Supplies

Bible Truth Sleuth



Lesson 1 Grades 3 & 4Summer Quarter

14

Talk With Kids 
Lead kids in this discussion. 

Ask:
 n   What’s a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a 

time, a place, and other ideas.

 

Say: As we saw in Abraham’s life, it’s sometimes hard to  OBEY GOD. But God 

promises to always be with us when we do. 

Weaving Faith at Home

Send the letter to parents home with your kids or give it to parents when they pick up 
their children. This is a great way to show families they’re important to your church and 
to support their role as spiritual leaders to their children.

Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose 
and what they learned about obeying God. Kids can also do the activities in the 
“HomeConnect” section of their Bible Truth Sleuth pages with their families.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Have kids each come up and place their hand on an image from the “Hangin’ Tough” 
poster that they labeled as impossible or difficult. Then pray together that God would 
help them to be obedient and trust him in all situations.
 

Weaving Faith at 

Home

Supplies

Bible Truth Sleuth
Teacher Pack

“Hangin’ Tough” poster

Weaving Faith at 

Home

Easy Prep

Tear out the letter to 
parents from each Bible  
Truth Sleuth student 
book. 
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Trust and Obey  

When we walk with the Lord

In the light of his Word, 

What a glory he sheds on our way! 

While we do his good will, 

He abides with us still 

And with all who will trust and obey.  

Trust and obey,  

For there’s no other way 

To be happy in Jesus,  

But to trust and obey.  

When we walk with the Lord 

In the light of his Word, 

What a glory he sheds on our way! 

While we do his good will, 

He abides with us still 

And with all who will trust and obey.  

Trust and obey,  

For there’s no other way 

To be happy in Jesus,  

But to trust and obey.  

“Trust and Obey” by John H. Sammis.
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