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Introduction

The future of Sunday school + 
family ministry is NOW.

Thom and Joani Schultz
Chairman and Chief Creative Officer
Group Publishing, Inc. 

N o doubt about it, the world is changing. Families used to go to church every week. Kids used 
to have longer attention spans. Teachers used to have more time to prepare. And didn’t our 

budgets used to be bigger?

Even the Sunday school Bible curriculum you used just a couple of years ago is already out of date. 
But there’s one thing that’s never changed: the need to grow families closer to Jesus.

That’s why we created FaithWeaver NOW®, and it’s different from anything you’ve ever seen before!

It combines Sunday school with family ministry. 
Sure, you’ve seen Sunday school aimed at families. But FaithWeaver NOW actually hits the target 
by having everyone in the family learning about the same Scripture each week.

It’s simpler and easier. 
Sometimes change is a wonderful thing. Gone are the days when you needed to spend hours 
preparing your lessons and hunting for supplies. FaithWeaver NOW will have you and your team 
ready to go in a snap.

It’s made for NOW. 
Life is complicated and full of distractions. FaithWeaver NOW keeps faith on track through even the 
most frenzied lifestyles.

What makes FaithWeaver NOW the perfect curriculum for 
TODAY’s church?
 n  Families learn the same Bible passage in age-appropriate ways.
 n Kids don’t just hear the Word. They experience it.
 n  Simple and easy lessons fit even the busiest lives.
 n Kids see God in their everyday world.
 n  The Scope & Sequence goes through the Bible every three years.
 n You can customize it however you like, with both print and digital versions.

Create a vibrant family ministry that’s new…that’s 
wow…that’s NOW. FaithWeaver NOW gives you 
a fresh strategy for being more successful than 
ever in bringing families closer to Jesus.
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Lesson 1 

Elisha Helps a Widow and  
Her Sons 2 Kings 4:1-7

 Bible Point 
God cares for us.

Key Verse
“The Lord is not 
slow in keeping his 
promise, as some 
understand slowness. 
He is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance” 
(2 Peter 3:9).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children celebrate that 
God loves and takes 
care of people who 
need help.

W hile most of the young children in your group have probably never known true 
need, they tend to feel and express a tremendous sense of urgency about 

everything they need or want. If a small child is thirsty, he or she wants a drink—right 
now! Help little ones understand that just as you take the time to realize and meet their 
needs, God takes great care to meet all our needs.

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate

Listen to praise songs.
CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Something to Eat

Hear how Elisha helped a widow 
and her son.

O-shaped cereal
Teacher Pack: “Elisha and 
the Widow” teaching picture

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Smooth Oil 

Feel baby oil, and hear of God’s 
care.

baby oil

Food for Thought

Enjoy an action rhyme.

Weaving Faith at Home

Take home their “Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 1 copy 
per child of the “Growing With 
Jesus” page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Remove the 
Lesson 1 
pages from 
each My Bible 
Snuggles 
student book.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate

Sing or listen to praise songs.

CD player, stuffed 
toys, baby dolls
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Never-Ending Stores

Hear how Elisha helped the 
widow.

Bible, graham crackers
Teacher Pack:

“Elisha and the 
Widow” teaching 
picture

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Oil Art 

Paint a picture with vegetable 
oil.

construction paper, 
bowls of vegetable oil, 
cotton swabs, My Bible 
Snuggles or 1 copy per 
child of “The Widow’s 
Oil” page (at the end of 
the lesson)

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Drum Roll

Make music with pots and pans.

pots and pans, kitchen 
utensils, CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

Weaving Faith at Home 

Take home their “Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON
WHAT CHILDREN 

DO
SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate

Sing or listen to 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Fill ’Er Up

Hear about Elisha 
and the widow.

Bible, pots and pans, 
small bottle of vegetable 
oil, wet wipes
Teacher Pack: “Elisha 
and the Widow” teaching 
picture

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Joyous Jars

Make decorative 
jars.

1 plastic cup per child; 
colored tissue paper; 
scissors; glue; paint shirts, 
smocks, or wet wipes; 
plastic dishes or lids

Cut colored tissue paper 
into 1-inch squares.

To Market, to 

Market

Play a game about 
how the widow sold 
her oil.

towels, 1 plastic cup 
per child, 2 large plastic 
containers, water

Weaving Faith 

at Home

Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles 
or 1 copy per child 
of the “Growing With 
Jesus” page (at the 
end of the lesson)

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My Bible 
Snuggles student book.
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Elisha Helps a Widow and Her Sons
2 Kings 4:1-7

Elisha the Prophet

Elisha was a prophet who ministered in Israel during 
the time of the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 
Elisha’s ministry spanned the reigns of four kings: 
Joram, Jehu, Jehoahaz, and Jehoash. And he was 
even consulted by Jehoshaphat, a king of Judah.

In 2 Kings 4:1-7, it is interesting to note that the 
husband who died had been from “the company of 
the prophets.” During this time in Israel in which few 
people followed God, groups of people gathered to 
promote the worship of God, with older prophets 
acting as spiritual mentors to younger ones. Thus it is 
quite possible that Elisha was familiar with the widow 
and her sons.

It Seems Cruel, But...

Apparently the man who died had left significant debt. 
Though it seems cruel, Mosaic law provided that a 
creditor could force debtors or the children of debtors 
into slavery in exchange for unpaid debt. And even 
though the widow had just lost her husband, a creditor 
was apparently threatening to take her two sons.

The oil the woman possessed wasn’t even enough 
to cook with. The Hebrew word for oil used here 
indicates that she had only a small flask of oil that 
was used for anointing, not cooking.

God’s Creative Plan

God didn’t respond to the widow’s need by having 
Elisha produce a bag of gold coins that would enable 
her to pay her debt. Instead, knowing that they had 
only a tiny bit of oil, Elisha asked her and her sons to 
gather jars from their neighbors to fill with oil. In this 
way, Elisha made the widow act on her faith in God.

It would have been easy for the widow to refuse 
Elisha’s instructions, fearing that the neighbors would 
think her crazy for asking for jars when they knew 
she didn’t have anything to fill them with. But she 
was faithful in following the instructions that came 
from God through Elisha. And her faithfulness was 
rewarded!

The Jesus Connection 

Jesus showed even more care and compassion for 
needy people than Elisha did. And as followers of 
Jesus, we can model the same care.

Having needs can lead us to greater dependence on 
God. How has God helped you with needs already? 
What needs do you need to commit to him now? Ask 
God for help to depend on him with your needs. You 
can write your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED 

 Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download the  
99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “He Cares for You” (1 Peter 5:7) (track 2 on the CD) anytime during the lesson. As 
you sing, gently bounce a baby to the rhythm.

 What are you worried about now?

Trying to figure it out now—

God knows right where you are now.

You know it’s all in his hands now.

You know he cares for you;

He always cares for you.

You know he’ll see you through;

He’ll always see you through.

Cast all your anxiety

On him

Because he cares for you.

He cares for you.

Cast all your anxiety

On him

Because he cares for you.

He cares for you.

Jesus cares for you.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

What are you worried about now?

Trying to figure it out now—

God knows right where you are now.

You know it’s all in his hands now.

“He Cares for You” (1 Peter 5:7) by Jay Stocker. © 2004 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Afterward, say:  GOD CARES FOR US. 
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Sing “God Takes Care of All His Children” (not on the CD) to the tune of “Did You Ever 
See a Lassie?” anytime during the lesson. 

 God takes care of all his children,

His children, his children. (pat baby on the head)
God takes care of all his children—

Each and every one. (tap baby on the head)
The rich ones, the poor ones,

The “we-don’t-have-any-more’’ ones. (raise hands and shrug)
God takes care of all his children—

Each and every one. (pat baby on the head)

Afterward, say:  GOD CARES FOR US. 

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Something to Eat 

What You’ll Do 
Set a baby 6 months or older on your lap, and show the child the “Elisha and the 
Widow’’ teaching picture.

Say: The woman didn’t have any food for herself and her boys. They were poor and 

hungry. God sent a special person named Elisha to help the woman get food for 

her family. Place some O-shaped cereal pieces in your hand. Attempt to feed one piece 
of cereal to the baby. If the baby enjoys the cereal, you may feed him or her more, one 
piece at a time. (Check with parents before feeding their child.)

Say: God took care of the poor woman.  GOD CARES FOR US. 

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Smooth Oil  

What You’ll Do 
Set a baby on the floor next to you. Gently rub a small drop of baby oil onto the back of 
the baby’s hand.

Say: Oil feels good on our skin. I’m taking care of you by rubbing oil on your hand. 

Something to Eat 

Supplies

O-shaped cereal
Teacher Pack

“Elisha and the Widow” 
teaching picture

! ALLERGY
 ALERT

Smooth Oil

Supplies

baby oil
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God gave the widow lots of oil so she could buy food to eat.  GOD CARES FOR US. 

Food for Thought 

What You’ll Do 
Hold a baby on your lap. Say the following rhyme, and do the motions with the baby:

A woman had no food. (rub the baby’s tummy)
She did not know what to do. (hold the baby’s hands out to the sides)
Without bread to eat, (hold baby’s hands up to his or her mouth)
Her days would be through.

God sent a man—(walk your fingers up the baby’s arm)
He knew what to do. (place the baby’s hands on his or her head)
He started with a little oil, and it grew and grew! (stretch the baby’s arms out wide)
The woman took the oil and went to buy some bread—

The woman ate and ate; so happy she was fed. (rub the baby’s tummy) 

Say:  GOD CARES FOR US. 

Weaving Faith at Home 

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do 
the activities with children to help them grow in Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families! Available at group.com/digital.

 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED 

 Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download the  
99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “He Cares for You” (1 Peter 5:7) (track 2 on the CD) anytime during the lesson. Sing 
while toddlers hold and rock stuffed toys and baby dolls. 

Weaving Faith at 

Home

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith at 

Home

Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Sing and Celebrate

Supplies

CD player
stuffed toys
baby dolls
Teacher Pack

CD (track 2)
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 What are you worried about now?

Trying to figure it out now—

God knows right where you are now.

You know it’s all in his hands now.

You know he cares for you;

He always cares for you.

You know he’ll see you through;

He’ll always see you through.

Cast all your anxiety

On him

Because he cares for you.

He cares for you.

Cast all your anxiety

On him

Because he cares for you.

He cares for you.

Jesus cares for you.

(Repeat from the beginning.)

What are you worried about now?

Trying to figure it out now—

God knows right where you are now.

You know it’s all in his hands now.

“He Cares for You” (1 Peter 5:7) by Jay Stocker. © 2004 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Afterward, say:  GOD CARES FOR US. 

Sing “God Takes Care of All His Children” (not on the CD) to the tune of “Did You Ever 
See a Lassie?” anytime during the lesson. When you sing, have toddlers stand in a circle 
and follow your motions. 

 God takes care of all his children,

His children, his children. (point to toddlers and yourself)
God takes care of all his children—

Each and every one. (hold up one finger)
The rich ones, the poor ones,

The “we-don’t-have-any-more’’ ones. (raise hands and shrug)
God takes care of all his children—

Each and every one. (point to toddlers and yourself)

Afterward, say: Our  GOD CARES FOR US. 
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Never-Ending Stores  

What You’ll Do 
Gather some toddlers around you. Open your Bible to 2 Kings 4, and show children 
the words. Tell them the Bible is God’s special book. Show children the “Elisha and the 
Widow” teaching picture.

Say: The woman and her sons didn’t have any food. All they had was a little bit of 

oil. They were very hungry. Have children rub their bellies and pretend to be hungry. 
God sent a special man named Elisha to help them. Elisha had the woman pour the 

oil into many pots and pans. God turned the little bit of oil into lots of oil. Then the 

woman sold the oil and bought food, and everyone ate. They were so happy. Give 
each child a graham cracker to eat. God took care of the woman and her sons and 

made sure they had enough food to eat.  GOD CARES FOR US.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Oil Art    

What You’ll Do 
Give each child a “The Widow’s Oil” page. Set shallow bowls of vegetable oil and cotton 
swabs on the table. Show the children how to dip the cotton swabs into the oil and paint 
the pictures on their papers. 

Say: Look at the pretty patterns you’re making with oil. God used oil to help the 

woman buy food.  GOD CARES FOR US.

Drum Roll   

What You’ll Do 
Say: Let’s listen to a song to celebrate that  GOD CARES FOR US. The woman in 

the Bible poured the oil God gave her into jars kind of like our pots and pans. Let’s 

bang on pots and pans while we listen!

Give each child a pot or pan and a kitchen utensil. Play “He Cares for You” (1 Peter 5:7) 
(track 2 on the CD). Encourage toddlers bang on their pots and pans while the music plays.

Never-Ending Stores  

Supplies

Bible
graham crackers
Teacher Pack

“Elisha and the Widow” 
teaching picture

! ALLERGY
 ALERT

Oil Art 

Supplies

construction paper
bowls of vegetable oil
cotton swabs 
My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Oil Art 

Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Drum Roll 

Supplies

pots and pans
kitchen utensils
CD player
Teacher Pack

CD (track 2)
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Afterward, say:  GOD CARES FOR US.

Weaving Faith at Home 

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do 
the activities with children to help them grow in Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families! Available at group.com/digital.

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED 

 Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download the  
99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “He Cares for You” (1 Peter 5:7) (track 2 on the CD) anytime during the lesson. As you 
sing, point to different children while singing “He cares for you, Jesus cares for you.” 

 What are you worried about now?

Trying to figure it out now—

God knows right where you are now.

You know it’s all in his hands now.

You know he cares for you;

He always cares for you.

You know he’ll see you through;

He’ll always see you through.

Cast all your anxiety

On him

Because he cares for you.

He cares for you.

Cast all your anxiety

On him

Because he cares for you.

He cares for you.

Jesus cares for you.

Weaving Faith  

at Home   

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Sing and Celebrate   

Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack

CD Track 2
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(Repeat from the beginning.)

What are you worried about now?

Trying to figure it out now—

God knows right where you are now.

You know it’s all in his hands now.

“He Cares for You” (1 Peter 5:7) by Jay Stocker. © 2004 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

Afterward, say:  GOD CARES FOR US. 

Sing “God Takes Care of All His Children” (not on CD) to the tune of “Did You Ever See a 
Lassie?” anytime during the lesson. Have children hug at least one friend while you sing. 

 God takes care of all his children,

His children, his children. 

God takes care of all his children—

Each and every one. 

The rich ones, the poor ones,

The “we-don’t-have-any-more’’ ones. 

God takes care of all his children—

Each and every one. 

Afterward, say: Our  GOD CARES FOR US. 

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Fill ’Er Up 

What You’ll Do 
Set out several pots and pans, and have children gather in a circle. Open your Bible to 
2 Kings 4, and show kids the words. Tell children the Bible is God’s special book. Then 
show them the “Elisha and the Widow’’ teaching picture.

Say: The woman didn’t have food for her sons and herself. All she had was a little 

oil. Pass a small bottle of vegetable oil around the circle. The woman did not know 

what to do. God sent a special man named Elisha to help her. Elisha told the 

woman to pour her oil into many jars. Help the children take turns pouring a little oil 
into a few pots and pans. Let the children touch the oil to see how it feels. Provide wet 
wipes for children to clean their fingers.

Say: A special thing happened. The woman had only a little oil. But as she poured 

the oil, it turned into a lot of oil and filled all of the pots and pans the woman could 

Fill ’Er Up   

Supplies

Bible
pots and pans
small bottle of 
vegetable oil

wet wipes
Teacher Pack

“Elisha and the Widow” 
teaching picture
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find. Then the woman sold her oil and bought food. She knew that God took care 

of her that day.  GOD CARES FOR US.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Joyous Jars  

What You’ll Do 
Place the tissue paper on a table or craft area. Pour glue into plastic dishes or on lids. 
Help kids put on paint shirts or smocks. If you don’t have those, keep wet wipes handy 
to wipe off any messes.

Say: The woman in the Bible had a jar of oil. God turned a little bit of oil into a whole 

lot! Let’s make our own oil jars to remind us that  GOD CARES FOR US.

Show children how to smear glue onto the plastic cups and then cover the cups with the 
colored tissue paper. Set aside the “jars’’ to dry, and help kids wash their hands.

To Market, to Market 

What You’ll Do 
Arrange towels on the floor to protect it, or take this activity outside. Set a plastic 
container filled with water on one side of the room and an empty plastic container about 
10 feet away.

Have the children line up behind the container filled with water, and give each child a 
plastic cup.

Say: After God turned the woman’s little bit of oil into a lot of oil, the woman took 

the oil to sell it. Let’s pretend that this water is oil. Let’s help the woman take her 

oil to the store so she can sell it and buy food.

Have one child fill a cup with water, walk to the other container, pour the water into 
it, and say  GOD CARES FOR US. When the first child returns, have another child 
repeat the process, and so on. Ensure each child has a turn.

Say: You did it! Now the woman can buy food for her family.  GOD CARES FOR 

US. Hooray!

Joyous Jars 

Supplies

1 plastic cup per child
colored tissue paper
scissors
glue
paint shirts, smocks, or 
wet wipes

plastic dishes or lids

Joyous Jars 

Easy Prep

Cut colored tissue paper 
into 1-inch squares.

To Market, to Market

Supplies

towels
1 plastic cup per child
2 large plastic 
containers

water
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Weaving Faith at Home

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do 
the activities with children to help them grow in Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families! Available at group.com/digital.

Weaving Faith  

at Home  

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith  

at Home  

Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.
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Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

! OK
 TO COPY

Nice Serve!

One of the most 
powerful memories you 
can give your child is 
doing a service project 
as a family. Develop 
traditions of caring 
for people in need. 
Take your child with 
you to visit a person 
who’s housebound. 
Make an annual 
tradition of helping your 
child choose food to 
donate. The lifestyle of 
servanthood you model 
for your child will last a 
lifetime.

Help your child become a FaithWeaver with these ideas:

  n  Have your child help care for a pet or a household plant. Say a brief prayer of thanks to God for 
caring for us.

  n  Together, choose toys to donate to a charity or friend in need. Talk about how because God cares 
for us, we can care for others.

INFANT 

Smooth Oil

Set your baby on the floor 
next to you. Gently rub 
baby oil onto your baby’s 
hand.

Say: Oil feels good when 

we rub it on our skin. 

I’m taking care of you by 

rubbing oil on your hand. 

God gave the woman 

lots and lots of oil so she 

could sell it and buy food 

to eat. God cares for us.

TODDLER

Drum Roll

Say: Let’s sing a song 

to celebrate that God 

cares for us. The woman 

poured the oil God gave 

her into pots and pans, 

so we’re going to bang 

on pots and pans while 

we sing a song.

Give your child a pot or 
pan and a kitchen utensil. 
Play a recorded praise 
song, or sing one such as 
“Jesus Loves Me” with 
your child. Encourage your 
child to sing and bang on 
the pots and pans.

2-YEAR-OLD

Joyous Jars

Cut colored tissue paper 
or construction paper into 
1-inch squares. Draw a 
simple jar shape on paper, 
and set out a glue stick or 
bottle of washable glue.

Say: The woman had 

a jar of oil. God turned 

a little bit of oil into a 

whole lot! Let’s make our 

own oil jar to remind us 

that God cares for us.

Help your child glue the 
paper pieces onto the jar 
shape. Set aside the “jar’’ 
to dry.

Y our child learned that God cares for us (from 2 Kings 4:1-7). Your child participated 
in one of the following activities today. You can use these activities with your child to 

help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week. 
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