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Introduction

The future of Sunday school + 
family ministry is NOW.

Thom and Joani Schultz
Chairman and Chief Creative Officer
Group Publishing, Inc. 

N o doubt about it, the world is changing. Families used to go to church every week. Kids used 
to have longer attention spans. Teachers used to have more time to prepare. And didn’t our 

budgets used to be bigger?

Even the Sunday school Bible curriculum you used just a couple of years ago is already out of date. 
But there’s one thing that’s never changed: the need to grow families closer to Jesus.

That’s why we created FaithWeaver NOW®, and it’s different from anything you’ve ever seen before!

It combines Sunday school with family ministry. 
Sure, you’ve seen Sunday school aimed at families. But FaithWeaver NOW actually hits the target 
by having everyone in the family learning about the same Scripture each week.

It’s simpler and easier. 
Sometimes change is a wonderful thing. Gone are the days when you needed to spend hours 
preparing your lessons and hunting for supplies. FaithWeaver NOW will have you and your team 
ready to go in a snap.

It’s made for NOW. 
Life is complicated and full of distractions. FaithWeaver NOW keeps faith on track through even the 
most frenzied lifestyles.

What makes FaithWeaver NOW the perfect curriculum for 
TODAY’s church?
 n  Families learn the same Bible passage in age-appropriate ways.
 n Kids don’t just hear the Word. They experience it.
 n  Simple and easy lessons fit even the busiest lives.
 n Kids see God in their everyday world.
 n  The Scope & Sequence goes through the Bible every three years.
 n You can customize it however you like, with both print and digital versions.

Create a vibrant family ministry that’s new…that’s 
wow…that’s NOW. FaithWeaver NOW gives you 
a fresh strategy for being more successful than 
ever in bringing families closer to Jesus.



5

Lesson 1 Infants, Toddlers & 2s Winter Quarter

Lesson 1 

John the Baptist Prepares the 
Way for Jesus Mark 1:1-8

 Bible Point 
We get ready for Jesus.

Key Verse
“Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news 
of great joy that will be 
for all the people. Today 
in the town of David a 
Savior has been born 
to you; he is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Children will learn that 
they can get their hearts 
ready for Jesus.

T ime is a concept infants and toddlers aren’t yet able to grasp. But young children 
can understand anticipation and wanting things to happen now. As you explore this 

lesson together, express your anticipation for Jesus’ arrival. Little ones will join in your 
excitement as you get ready for the celebration of Jesus’ birth. 

        INFANT

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate

Listen to praise songs.
CD player
Teacher Pack: CD 

2

Bible 
Exploration

Ready?

Cover and find the picture of 
Jesus.

cloth, several toys
Teacher Pack: “Baby  
Jesus” teaching picture  
(from Poster Set 1)

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Closer to Jesus 

Watch as a picture of Jesus 
moves closer and closer.

Teacher Pack: “Baby 
Jesus” teaching picture  
(from Poster Set 1)

Here Comes Jesus!

Sit on the teacher’s lap and 
play a game with a napkin.

napkin

Weaving Faith at Home

Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” page 
(at the end of the lesson) 

Remove the Lesson 
1 pages from each 
My Bible Snuggles 
student book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        TODDLER

LESSON WHAT CHILDREN DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate

Sing or listen to praise 
songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Get Ready to Celebrate!

Search for a picture of Jesus, 
and then play a Peekaboo 
game.

Bible, cloth, one 3x3-inch 
sticky note per child, 1 
copy per child of the “Little 
Jesus” handout (at the end 
of the lesson), CD player
Teacher Pack: CD, 
“Baby Jesus” teaching 
picture 
(from Poster  
Set 1)

Hide the picture 
somewhere in the 
room.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Pass It On 

Play a whisper game to 
remind children that Jesus 
is coming.

Something Special

Prepare a baby bed and learn 
a rhyme about a special baby.

blocks, several blankets, 
dolls or stuffed animals, 
baby items

Weaving Faith at Home 

Take home their “Growing 
With Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” page 
(at the end of the lesson)

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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        2-YEAR-OLD

LESSON
WHAT CHILDREN 

DO
SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Sing and Celebrate

Sing or listen to 
praise songs.

CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

2

Bible 
Exploration

Let’s Get Ready!

Make a Peekaboo 
game to remember 
that Jesus is
coming.

Bible, one 3x3-inch sticky note 
per child, My Bible Snuggles or 
1 copy per child of the “Little 
Jesus” page (at the end of the 
lesson), glue, sand or gold glitter, 
bowl
Teacher Pack: “Baby 
Jesus” teaching 
picture 
(from Poster 
Set 1), “John 
Preaches About 
Jesus” poster 
(from the 
Big Bible 
Poster Pack)

Remove the 
Lesson 1 pages 
from each My Bible 
Snuggles student 
book. Put sand or 
gold glitter into 
a small bowl.

3

Weaving 
Faith 

Into Life

Get Ready for Baby

Go on a hunt for 
hidden baby items 
around the room.

baby items

Hide baby items 
around the room 
where 2-year-olds 
can find them.

Clay Crib

Make a manger for 
baby Jesus using 
modeling dough.

modeling dough, wax paper

Weaving Faith 

at Home

Take home their 
“Growing With 
Jesus” pages.

My Bible Snuggles or 1 copy per 
child of the “Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the lesson)

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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John the Baptist Prepares  
the Way for Jesus
Mark 1:1-8

Jesus Brings Good News

Mark saw Jesus’ life, ministry, death, and resurrection 
as the beginning of the gospel. The word gospel, 
derived from the Old English godspel, means “good 
news.”

Prophets Foretold About Jesus

As Mark began his Gospel, he launched into a 
quotation from the Old Testament. By connecting 
what he was saying about Jesus with the words of the 
prophets, Mark built validity for his own message in 
the minds of his Jewish readers.

Some question why Mark said the quotation is from 
Isaiah when in reality the first part is from Malachi 3:1. 
Mark is mentioning together two quotations on the 
same topic, and crediting both to Isaiah would have 
been acceptable for Mark’s audience.

By using the quotation from Isaiah in Mark 1:3, Mark 
emphasized the kingly nature of Jesus. In those 
days, a servant often traveled ahead of a king to alert 
people that the king was coming. 

John the Baptist  
Comes Before Jesus

The last half of this passage shows that John 
the Baptist did what was prophesied in the Old 
Testament: He came to prepare the way—more 
specifically, the people—for Jesus’ coming. As 
people repented in response to John’s preaching and 
confessed their sins, their hearts were prepared to 
accept their coming King.

John the Baptist’s choice of clothing was not 
accidental: He likely was identifying himself with the 
prophet Elijah, who dressed the same way (2 Kings 
1:8). His was the clothing of the poor, and his food 

was also that of the very poor. John was humbling 
himself, knowing how great the coming Jesus would 
be. In those days, it was the job of the lowest servant 
to untie a visitor’s sandals and wash his feet. John 
let people know that as eloquent and persuasive as 
his preaching might be, he was the lowest of the low 
in comparison with the glory of the coming Savior, 
Jesus.

The Jesus Connection

At Christmas, we anticipate the birth of Jesus. His 
birth, death, and resurrection make our lives in 
heaven possible. There is always much to do before 
Christmas. But Jesus cares more about our hearts 
than about gifts and decorations. We can prepare 
our hearts by turning from actions and attitudes that 
distract us from Jesus. What do you need to turn 
from? You can write your prayer here.
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 INFANT

 GETTING
                STARTED

 Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download the  
99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Jesus Is With Us” (track 3 on the CD) to the tune of “Ten Little Indians” anytime 
during the lesson. Sing as you play the suggested games, as you change infants, and as 
you hold and rock them. Infants enjoy hearing your voice, and they’ll begin to become 
familiar with the word Jesus. 

 Where, oh where, oh where is Jesus? 

Where, oh where, oh where is Jesus? 

Where, oh where, oh where is Jesus? 

Jesus is with us. 

Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

He is coming soon.

(Repeat first verse.)

Afterward, say:  WE GET READY FOR JESUS. 

Sing “Thank You for Jesus!” (not on the CD) to the tune of “Did You Ever See a Lassie?” 
Give babies gentle hugs and tell them Jesus was born. Tell babies that we thank God 
they were born, too!

 Thank you, God, for baby Jesus,

Baby Jesus, baby Jesus.

Thank you, God, for baby Jesus.

We’re glad he was born!

Afterward, say:  WE GET READY FOR JESUS. 

 

Sing and Celebrate

Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack

CD: “Jesus Is With Us” 
(track 3)
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2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Ready? 

What You’ll Do 
As crawlers are playing on the floor or as you hold an infant, set the picture of baby 
Jesus nearby.

Say: This is Jesus.  WE GET READY FOR JESUS. Cover the teaching picture with 
a cloth. Where’s Jesus? Let’s get ready for him. Lift up other toys or stuffed animals. 
Is this Jesus? Is Jesus here? Uncover the picture. Here’s Jesus!  WE GET READY 

FOR JESUS.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Closer to Jesus  

What You’ll Do 
Lay a baby on the floor on his or her tummy. Move a short distance away, and hold the 
“Baby Jesus” teaching picture on the floor for the baby to see. Move the picture closer 
and closer while repeating the following chant:

Let’s get ready; here he comes!

Baby Jesus shows God’s love!

Pick up the baby, and hug him or her. 

For crawlers, hold the picture on the floor. Say: Come to Jesus, [name of infant]. Then 
recite the chant, and hug the baby when he or she comes within your reach. Say:  WE 

GET READY FOR JESUS.

Here Comes Jesus!  

What You’ll Do 
Have the baby sit on your lap, facing you. Place a napkin over your head, partially 
covering your face. Say: Get ready for Jesus. Pull the napkin off your head. He’s 

coming to love [name of infant]!

Ready? 

Supplies

cloth
several toys
Teacher Pack

“Baby Jesus” teaching 
picture (from Poster 
Set 1)

Closer to Jesus

Supplies

Teacher Pack

“Baby Jesus” teaching 
picture (from Poster 
Set 1)

Here Comes Jesus!

Supplies

napkin
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For added fun, let the baby pull the napkin off your head while you say: Jesus is 

coming to love [name of infant]!

 WE GET READY FOR JESUS.

Weaving Faith at Home 

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to 
do the activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and 
focusing on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their 
lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 TODDLER

 GETTING
                STARTED

 Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download the  
99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Jesus Is With Us” (track 3 on the CD) to the tune of “Ten Little Indians” anytime during 
the lesson. As toddlers sing, have them clap their hands. Each time you repeat the song, 
lead them in another rhythmic motion, such as patting your legs or stomping your feet. 

 Where, oh where, oh where is Jesus? 

Where, oh where, oh where is Jesus? 

Where, oh where, oh where is Jesus? 

Jesus is with us. 

Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

He is coming soon.

(Repeat first verse.)

Afterward, say:  WE GET READY FOR JESUS. 

Weaving Faith at 

Home

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Sing and Celebrate

Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack

CD: “Jesus Is With Us” 
(track 3)
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Sing “Thank You for Jesus!” (not on the CD) to the tune of “Did You Ever See a Lassie?” 
You may want to provide rhythm instruments for children to shake, beat, or bang 
together as they sing. Tell toddlers that we can celebrate because Jesus was born. 

 Thank you, God, for baby Jesus,

Baby Jesus, baby Jesus.

Thank you, God, for baby Jesus.

We’re glad he was born!

Afterward, say:  WE GET READY FOR JESUS. 

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Get Ready to Celebrate!  

What You’ll Do 
Cover the “Baby Jesus” teaching picture with a cloth. Gather a few toddlers away from 
the picture, and open your Bible to Mark 1:1-8. Show children the words, and tell them 
the Bible is God’s special book.

Say: In the Bible, a man named John told people to get ready for Jesus. We can get 

ready for Jesus, too. We have a picture of Jesus in this room. Let’s find Jesus. As you’re 
looking for the picture, play “Jesus Is With Us” (track 3 on the CD). When children find the 
picture, lead toddlers in cheering for Jesus, and say:  WE GET READY FOR JESUS.

Distribute copies of the “Little Jesus” handout and 3x3-inch sticky notes. Help each 
child cover the picture of baby Jesus with a sticky note. Lead children in saying, “Where 
is Jesus? Let’s get ready to meet him!” Then help children lift the flap to see Jesus.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Pass It On    

What You’ll Do 
Have toddlers sit near you on the floor. Touch each toddler, and then whisper the 
following into his or her ear.

Whisper: [Name], Jesus is coming. Let’s get ready! Jesus is coming. Let’s get ready! 
Move among the children and whisper this over and over again.

Get Ready to 

Celebrate!  

Supplies

Bible
cloth
one 3x3-inch sticky 
note per child 

1 copy per child of the 
“Little Jesus” handout 
(at the end of the 
lesson)

CD player
Teacher Pack

CD: “Jesus Is With Us” 
(track 3)

“Baby Jesus” teaching 
picture (from Poster 
Set 1)
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Say: Let’s pass the message about Jesus to everyone! Let children whisper the 
message to each other.  WE GET READY FOR JESUS.

Something Special   

What You’ll Do 
Help toddlers build a baby bed with blocks. Place blankets, dolls or stuffed animals, and 
other baby items in the bed. Then lead children in this finger play:

We can get ready, (pat the baby bed)
For a special little one. (pretend to rock a baby)
A baby named Jesus, (continue rocking the baby)
He’s God’s own Son! (point up)

Weaving Faith at Home 

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

 2-YEAR-OLD

 GETTING
                STARTED

 Tip Don’t know the melodies to the songs in this guide? Download the  
99-cent Kids Songs app by Alkeo and play the tunes for 200+ common children’s songs.

Sing and Celebrate

What You’ll Do 
Sing “Jesus Is With Us” (track 3 on the CD) to the tune of “Ten Little Indians” anytime 
during the lesson. Lead 2-year-olds in the following actions as you sing.

 Where, oh where, oh where is Jesus? (shade eyes; look around)
Where, oh where, oh where is Jesus? (make binocular hands around eyes)
Where, oh where, oh where is Jesus? (shrug shoulders)
Jesus (hands up) is with us. (hug self)

Something Special 

Supplies

blocks
several blankets
dolls or stuffed animals
baby items

Weaving Faith  

at Home   

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)

Weaving Faith  

at Home   

Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book.

Sing and Celebrate

Supplies

CD player
Teacher Pack

CD: “Jesus Is With Us” 
(track 3)
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Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

He is coming soon.

(Repeat first verse.)

Afterward, say:  WE GET READY FOR JESUS. 

Sing “Thank You for Jesus!” (not on the CD) to the tune of “Did You Ever See a Lassie?” 
You may want to provide rhythm instruments for children to shake, beat, or bang 
together as they sing. Tell children that we can celebrate because Jesus was born. 

 Thank you, God, for baby Jesus,

Baby Jesus, baby Jesus.

Thank you, God, for baby Jesus.

We’re glad he was born!

Afterward, say:  WE GET READY FOR JESUS. 

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Let’s Get Ready! 

What You’ll Do 
Gather a group of children, and open your Bible to Mark 1:1-8. Show children the words, 
and tell them the Bible is God’s special book. Set out the “John Preaches About Jesus” 
poster.

Say: The Bible tells us that a man named John told people to get ready for Jesus. 

John wanted people to be ready for Jesus. People came to see John in the desert. The 

desert is hot and full of sand. Squeeze lines of glue on the poster, and have children 
sprinkle some sand or gold glitter onto the glue. The people in the desert listened to 

John talk about Jesus.

Hold up the “Baby Jesus” teaching picture.

Say: This is baby Jesus. We’re getting ready to celebrate his birthday. Let’s play a fun 

game to help people get ready for Jesus.

Set out 3x3-inch sticky notes, and give each child a copy of the “Little Jesus” page. Help 
each child place a sticky note over the picture of baby Jesus. Lead children in saying: 
Where is Jesus? Let’s get ready to meet him. Then let them lift the flap to show the 
picture of Jesus. Say:  WE GET READY FOR JESUS.

Let’s Get Ready!   

Supplies

Bible
one 3x3-inch sticky 
note per child

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Little Jesus” page (at 
the end of the lesson)

glue
sand or gold glitter
bowl
Teacher Pack

“Baby Jesus” teaching 
picture (from Poster 
Set 1)

“John Preaches About 
Jesus” poster (from 
the Big Bible Poster 
Pack)

Let’s Get Ready!   

Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 1 
pages from each My 
Bible Snuggles student 
book. Put sand or gold 
glitter into a small bowl.
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                               INTO LIFE

Get Ready for Baby  

What You’ll Do 
Lead children on a scavenger hunt to find things for a baby. When they find the items, 
talk about how you use the items. Let children take turns hiding the items again while 
others close their eyes if they remain interested.

Say: Jesus came to earth as a baby.  WE GET READY FOR JESUS.

Clay Crib  

What You’ll Do 
Talk with kids about getting ready for baby Jesus, and ask where he’ll sleep. Let children 
use modeling dough to make a manger for Jesus. Show them how to roll a handful of 
dough into a ball and then press a thumb into the dough. Set the mangers aside on wax 
paper in a safe place to dry.

Say:  WE GET READY FOR JESUS.   

Weaving Faith at Home

Have children take home their “Growing With Jesus” pages. Encourage parents to do the 
activities with children to help them grow with Jesus. By working together and focusing 
on the same goals, you and parents can help children weave faith into their lives!

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s families. 
Available at group.com/digital.

Get Ready for Baby 

Supplies

baby items

Get Ready for Baby 

Easy Prep

Hide baby items around 
the room where 2-year-
olds can find them.

Clay Crib 

Supplies

modeling dough
wax paper

Weaving Faith  

at Home  

Supplies

My Bible Snuggles or 1 
copy per child of the 
“Growing With Jesus” 
page (at the end of the 
lesson)
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Y our child learned that we get ready for Jesus (from Mark 1:1-8). Your child participated 
in one of the following activities today. You can use these activities with your child to 

help your child grow with Jesus throughout the week. 

Growing With Jesus    HOME  
CONNECT®

INFANT 

Here Comes 
Jesus!

Have your baby sit on your 
lap, facing you. Place a 
napkin over your head, 
partially covering your 
face.

Say: Get ready for Jesus. 
Pull the napkin off your 
head. He’s coming to 

love [name of infant]!

For added fun, let your 
baby pull the napkin off 
your head while you say: 
“Jesus is coming to love 

[name of infant]!”

TODDLER

Something Special

Help your toddler build 
a baby bed with blocks. 
Place blankets, dolls or 
stuffed animals, and other 
baby items in the bed. 
Lead your child in this 
finger play:

We can get ready, (pat 
the baby bed)

For a special little one. 

(pretend to rock a baby)
A baby named Jesus, 

(continue rocking the 
baby)

He’s God’s own Son! 

(point up)

2-YEAR-OLD

Get Ready for 
Baby

Hide baby items around 
the room. 

Lead your child on a 
scavenger hunt for things 
you might need for a baby. 
Once your child finds the 
items, talk about how you 
use the items.

Say: Jesus came to earth 

as a baby. We get ready 

for Jesus.

 

Anticipation

Young children don’t 
understand the 
concept of time. So 
don’t be discouraged 
if your child doesn’t 
demonstrate building 
anticipation for 
Christmas yet. Rather, 
help your child enjoy 
the many aspects of 
the Christmas traditions 
your family celebrates 
by involving him or her 
as much as possible in 
each individual event. 
Plus, talk about your 
own excitement for the 
coming celebration of 
Jesus’ birth.

Use these ideas to help your child become a FaithWeaver:

  n  Include your child each day in your preparations for celebrating Jesus’ birth.
  n  Sing this verse from “Jesus Is With Us” (to the tune of “Ten Little Indians”):
     Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

     Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

     Let’s get ready, get ready for Jesus.

     He is coming soon.

 n  Get out your child’s baby book, and talk about how you got ready for his or her birth.
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Little Jesus

! OK
 TO COPY
Illustrated by Nancy Munger.





THIS IS A SAMPLE
The number of pages is limited.

Purchase the item for the complete version.




