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The future of Sunday school + family 

ministry is NOW.

Thom and Joani Schultz
Chairman and Chief Creative Officer
Group Publishing, Inc. 

N o doubt about it, the world is changing. Families used to go to church every week. Kids used 
to have longer attention spans. Teachers used to have more time to prepare. And didn’t our 

budgets used to be bigger?

Even the Sunday school Bible curriculum you used just a couple of years ago is already out of date. 
But there’s one thing that’s never changed: the need to grow families closer to Jesus.

That’s why we created FaithWeaver NOW®, and it’s different from anything you’ve ever seen before!

It combines Sunday school with family ministry. 

Sure, you’ve seen Sunday school aimed at families. But FaithWeaver NOW actually hits the target 
by having everyone in the family learning about the same Scripture each week.

It’s simpler and easier. 

Sometimes change is a wonderful thing. Gone are the days when you needed to spend hours 
preparing your lessons and hunting for supplies. FaithWeaver NOW will have you and your team 
ready to go in a snap.

It’s made for NOW. 

Life is complicated and full of distractions. FaithWeaver NOW keeps faith on track through even the 
most frenzied lifestyles.

What makes FaithWeaver NOW the perfect curriculum for 
TODAY’s church?

 n  Families learn the same Bible passage in age-appropriate ways.
 n Kids don’t just hear the Word. They experience it.
 n  Simple and easy lessons fit even the busiest lives.
 n Kids see God in their everyday world.
 n The Scope & Sequence goes through the Bible every three years.
 n You can customize it however you like, with both print and digital versions.

Create a vibrant family ministry that’s new…that’s 
wow…that’s NOW. FaithWeaver NOW gives you a fresh 
strategy for being more successful than ever in bringing 
families closer to Jesus.
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Welcome

Welcome to the 

FaithWeaver NOW Parent Handbook!

First of all, thank you for everything you do as parents. The 
fact that you’re reading this shows how much you care 
about your kids. You want to be a good parent. A Christ-
like parent. It’s the toughest and most important job in the 
world, and with FaithWeaver NOW Parent we’re going to 
help you do it even better.  

You’ll learn together with—and from—other parents who 
wrestle with the same issues you do. Together, you’ll work 
through those issues as parents and give each other brand-
new insights into how to weave faith into your family’s life. 
You’ll have fun learning together. You’ll discover things 
you never knew about your children, about each other, 
and about God. You’ll laugh together. You’ll probably cry 
together, too. But most importantly, you’ll discover how to 
weave faith into your families and help your kids walk with 
God for a lifetime.
 
Because it’s FaithWeaver NOW, you and your kids will 
explore the same Scripture each week. And while your kids 
are digging deeper into God’s Word and discovering how it 
applies to them, you’ll look at those same passages, seeing 
how they apply to the particular issues you face with your 
kids and learning how to have confident conversations with 
your kids about those issues. As you talk more with your 
kids about their relationship with God, you’ll connect with 
them in ways you never imagined.

Here’s what you’ll find in your FaithWeaver NOW Parent 
Handbook—including how to use each piece to get the 
most out of each week:

 BIBLE BACKGROUND
This is a more in-depth look at the week’s Bible passage. 
Use it to gain a deeper understanding of God’s Word.
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 WEAVING FAITH INTO FAMILIES
This brief devotion will help you think through how this 
week’s lesson applies to your family and how to pray for 
them this week.

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These are the questions you’ll go through as a group, 
including the specific passages you’ll look at. Use this page 
to follow along during the lesson.

 NOTES
Use this space to write your prayers, thoughts, discoveries, 
and great ideas from other parents.

 INSIGHT FOR PARENTS
Each week, you get a hands-on idea to take what you’ve 
learned and share with your kids. 

 FAITH TALK STARTER
These quick tips will help you have confident conversations 
about faith with your kids. Use one, or use them all. 

 PRAYER STARTER
You’ve learned a lot today, and you can’t wait to share it 
with your kids. But you know you need God’s help. Use this 
prayer-starter to talk to God. There’s a little extra room to 
write out your prayers, if you’d like.

So again, welcome to the world of FaithWeaver NOW 
Parent! May God bless your journey together—as parents 
and as faithweavers!
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Ñ Bible Point 
God made the world.

Key Verse
“In the beginning 
God created the 
heavens and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1).

God Creates the World 

Genesis 1:1–2:3

God’s Beginnings With Humans

The book of Genesis gives us the beginnings. Not the 
beginning of God; God has existed eternally. Nor is it just the 
beginning of our world. It’s the beginnings of God’s working 
with humans. In fact, “beginning” is the meaning of the 
Greek word from which the name Genesis came. What better 
place to start a new season than at the beginning!

Elohim is the Hebrew name used for God in Genesis 1:1. It’s 
interesting that the name is plural, but the verb created is 
singular. Even though God exists in three persons, the action 
of creating the universe was unified.

God’s Creation Was Good

Genesis 1:1–2:3 describes a vast variety of things God 
created, but the focus isn’t so much on the creation as it 
is on the Creator. Nine times in this passage we read “God 
said” and then some variation of “and it was so.” God spoke 
our universe, our planet, and humankind into existence. And 
what God did was good.

The word translated “good” here is a common Hebrew word 
that, like our word good, can have several meanings. Here, it 
likely has no moral connotation but means “just as it should 
be.” God looked at what he had done and knew it was right. 

After Creating, God Rested

God was creating a bountiful, beautiful home for the treasured 
beings that he created last. Notice that God created many of 
each thing: not just one tree, but “seed-bearing plants and 
trees…according to their various kinds”; not just one star, 
but “lights in the expanse of the sky”; not just one fish, but 
“every living and moving thing with which the water teems.” 
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BIBLE BACKGROUND

God prepared a marvelous earth for his 
crowning creation to enjoy. And then God 
created humans. We’re a vital part of 
everything good that God made.

When God finished creating the heavens 
and the earth “in all their vast array,” he 
rested. Why? God wasn’t tired. God didn’t 
need to rest. No, God rested as a signal 
that Creation was complete. The seventh 
day became a holy day—a day to reflect 
on the wonder of what God had done, a 
day to smile and to know that it was good. 

WEAVING FAITH
                            INTO FAMILIES

What in nature amazes you? Oceans of beautifully colored fish? Massive forests? Take some time 
to appreciate the creativity of God’s design, and consider how God has designed your life, too. Show 
love for God’s creation to your children, and help them see that the Creator has made them creative as 
well.

You can write your prayer here.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Lesson 1

1  GETTING
                STARTED

 QUESTION 1 
Consider a recent experience when God’s creation amazed or 
overwhelmed you. What caused that response, and how did the 
experience affect you?

 QUESTION 2
Now consider your kids and God’s creation. When have they expressed 
amazement about something they’ve noticed in God’s creation? 

2  BIBLE
           EXPLORATION

Read: Genesis 1:1–2:3
 QUESTION 3 

What aspects of God’s creation do your kids seem to appreciate the 
most, and why? What would your family miss out on if your assigned 
day of creation hadn’t occurred?

 QUESTION 4 
What have been some ways you’ve taught your kids about God’s 
creation and God’s incredible creativity?

3  WEAVING FAITH
                             INTO FAMILIES

 QUESTION 5 
As our kids get older, how can we help them maintain the sense of 
wonder and awe they feel about God’s incredible power? 

 QUESTION 6 
What aspects of creativity do you see emerging in each of your kids? 
What are some specific ways you try to nurture that creativity?

 QUESTION 7 
How can we use the Creation account as an opportunity to encourage 
our kids to pursue their unique paths of creativity?
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Insight for Parents
Spend some time outside this week reading the account of Creation in Genesis 
1:1–2:3. Then, as a family, take pictures of each person’s favorite item created by 
God in your setting. As you take pictures, ask each family member to offer a prayer 
of thanks for God’s wonderful creativity in designing the world.

Faith Talk Starter
Tell about your favorite of God’s creations—and why it’s your favorite. Perhaps you 
love the ocean because it has whales. Or maybe your favorite creations include 
snowcapped mountains because you love to ski. Ask your children about their 
favorites of God’s creations—and why they chose what they did. Have fun with these 
extra questions: Of everything God created, what’s the most amazing? the ugliest? 
the silliest? the scariest? the most fun? (Don’t be surprised if your kids come up with 
their own questions to keep the discussion going.)

Prayer Starter
Think about the unique ways God created your children. Every person, including 
every child, is a wonderfully original design. Pray for God to reveal specific ways you 
can encourage your children to be creative. That creativity can emerge in any area: 
the arts, writing, photography, conversation, business ideas, strategies for sports, 
and so on. Pray that God will use you as a parent to be your children’s greatest 
creativity encourager.

 
Notes Write your prayers, ideas, and other thoughts here.
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