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Group resources really work!
This Group resource incorporates our R.E.A.L. approach to ministry. It reinforces a growing friendship 
with Jesus, encourages long-term learning, and results in life transformation, because it’s:

Relational
Person-to-person 

interaction enhances 
spiritual growth 

and builds Christian 
friendships.

Experiential
What we experience 
through action and 

discussion sticks with 
us up to 9 times longer 
than what we simply 

hear or read.

Applicable
The aim of ministry 
is to equip people to 
be both hearers and 
doers of God’s Word.

Lifelong
Experiences 

transform the heart, 
moving faith beyond 
the walls of church 

and into everyday life 
for years to come.
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The future of Sunday school + family 

ministry is NOW.

Thom and Joani Schultz
Chairman and Chief Creative Officer
Group Publishing, Inc. 

N o doubt about it, the world is changing. Families used to go to church every week. Kids used 
to have longer attention spans. Teachers used to have more time to prepare. And didn’t our 

budgets used to be bigger?

Even the Sunday school Bible curriculum you used just a couple of years ago is already out of date. 
But there’s one thing that’s never changed: the need to grow families closer to Jesus.

That’s why we created FaithWeaver NOW®, and it’s different from anything you’ve ever seen before!

It combines Sunday school with family ministry. 

Sure, you’ve seen Sunday school aimed at families. But FaithWeaver NOW actually hits the target 
by having everyone in the family learning about the same Scripture each week.

It’s simpler and easier. 

Sometimes change is a wonderful thing. Gone are the days when you needed to spend hours 
preparing your lessons and hunting for supplies. FaithWeaver NOW will have you and your team 
ready to go in a snap.

It’s made for NOW. 

Life is complicated and full of distractions. FaithWeaver NOW keeps faith on track through even the 
most frenzied lifestyles.

What makes FaithWeaver NOW the perfect curriculum for 
TODAY’s church?

 n  Families learn the same Bible point in age-appropriate ways.
 n Kids don’t just hear the Word. They experience it.
 n  Simple and easy lessons fit even the busiest lives.
 n Kids see God in their everyday world.
 n The Scope & Sequence goes through the Bible every three years.
 n You can customize it however you like, with both print and digital versions. 

Create a vibrant family ministry that’s new…that’s 
wow…that’s NOW. FaithWeaver NOW gives you a fresh 
strategy for being more successful than ever in bringing 
families closer to Jesus.
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Welcome

Welcome to the 

FaithWeaver NOW Parent Handbook! 

First of all, thank you for everything you do as parents. The 
fact that you’re reading this shows how much you care 
about your kids. You want to be a good parent. A Christ-
like parent. It’s the toughest and most important job in the 
world, and with FaithWeaver NOW Parent we’re going to 
help you do it even better.  

You’ll learn together with—and from—other parents who 
wrestle with the same issues you do. Together, you’ll work 
through those issues as parents and give each other brand-
new insights into how to weave faith into your family’s life. 
You’ll have fun learning together. You’ll discover things 
you never knew about your children, about each other, 
and about God. You’ll laugh together. You’ll probably cry 
together, too. But most importantly, you’ll discover how to 
weave faith into your families and help your kids walk with 
God for a lifetime.
 
Because it’s FaithWeaver NOW, you and your kids will 
explore the same Scripture each week. And while your kids 
are digging deeper into God’s Word and discovering how it 
applies to them, you’ll look at those same passages, seeing 
how they apply to the particular issues you face with your 
kids and learning how to have confident conversations with 
your kids about those issues. As you talk more with your 
kids about their relationship with God, you’ll connect with 
them in ways you never imagined.

Here’s what you’ll find in your FaithWeaver NOW Parent 
Handbook—including how to use each piece to get the 
most out of each week:

 BIBLE BACKGROUND
This is a more in-depth look at the week’s Bible passage. 
Use it to gain a deeper understanding of God’s Word.
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 WEAVING FAITH INTO FAMILIES
This brief devotion will help you think through how this 
week’s lesson applies to your family and how to pray for 
them this week.

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These are the questions you’ll go through as a group, 
including the specific passages you’ll look at. Use this page 
to follow along during the lesson.

 NOTES
Use this space to write your prayers, thoughts, discoveries, 
and great ideas from other parents.

 INSIGHT FOR PARENTS
Each week, you get a hands-on idea to take what you’ve 
learned and share with your kids. 

 FAITH TALK STARTER
These quick tips will help you have confident conversations 
about faith with your kids. Use one, or use them all. 

 PRAYER STARTER
You’ve learned a lot today, and you can’t wait to share it 
with your kids. But you know you need God’s help. Use this 
prayer-starter to talk to God. There’s a little extra room to 
write out your prayers, if you’d like.

So again, welcome to the world of FaithWeaver NOW 

Parent! May God bless your journey together—as parents 
and as faithweavers!



Lesson 1 Parent HandbookFall Quarter

8 Lesson 1

Bible Point 
We can rely on God.

Key Verse
“God is our refuge 
and strength, 
an ever-present 
help in trouble” 
(Psalm 46:1).

David Becomes King

2 Samuel 5:1-5; Psalm 37

David Mourns King Saul

We begin this quarter of Old Testament studies with the 
anointing of David as king of Israel. Many years earlier, 
Israel’s first king, Saul, had turned from the Lord, and God 
had selected David to succeed Saul. For years after that, 
Saul sought to have David killed. However, David had 
refused to act against Saul or to become king until he was 
certain of God’s timing. He had lived a difficult life, almost 
as an outlaw. Now Saul was dead; after being wounded in 
battle, he had taken his own life. In fact, Saul and three of 
his sons, including David’s friend Jonathan, had died in the 
same battle (1 Samuel 31:1-6). So the door was wide open 
for David to become king of Israel.

David didn’t rejoice when he learned of the deaths. Instead 
he and all his men mourned and wept the entire day 
(2 Samuel 1:1-12). David even wrote a song in honor of Saul 
and Jonathan, which can be found in 2 Samuel 1:19-27. He 
was truly saddened that their lives had ended as they did.

Uniting the Kingdom

David was made king of Judah. Israel followed Abner, the 
commander of Saul’s army, who made Ish-Bosheth, a son of 
Saul, king over Israel (2 Samuel 2:1-9). After years of much 
fighting, intrigue, and bloodshed, Ish-Bosheth was murdered, 
and the leaders of Israel came to David to make him king 
over them.

David Leads Israel

David was 37 when he became king over all Israel. He had 
first been anointed to succeed Saul many years earlier, while 
still in his teens. After his long, patient wait, David was able 
to lead Israel to great prosperity, fend off the Philistines, and 
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BIBLE BACKGROUND

expand the boundaries of Israel during 
his reign. David wasn’t perfect, but as he 
relied on God, God rewarded him and 
Israel with prosperity.

David wrote Psalm 37, which describes 
his trust in God even when he was 
surrounded by enemies. In this psalm, 
David says to “delight yourself in the Lord 
and he will give you the desires of your 
heart” (Psalm 37:4). This could have been 
the theme of David’s life.

WEAVING FAITH
                            INTO FAMILIES

Parents, show children that trusting God will always be worth it. What past experiences has God 
used to teach you to rely on him? God has a wonderful way of turning your teachable moments into 
teachable moments for others, too. What is God using to teach your kids right now? Ask God for 
wisdom and strength to move forward with faith. He’ll always have everything you need.

Write your prayers here.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Lesson 1

1  GETTING
                STARTED

 QUESTION 1 
What do you most rely on for communication—e-mail, texting, 
cellphone, landline, snail mail, or something else? Why do you rely on 
it?

 QUESTION 2
Tell about how one of your children needs to rely on God right now. 

2  BIBLE
           EXPLORATION

Read: 2 Samuel 5:1-5
 QUESTION 3 

What do these verses reveal about David’s relationship with God? 
 QUESTION 4 

What do these verses reveal about David’s responsibilities to God?
 

Read: Psalm 37:1-7
 QUESTION 5 

 Talk about which verse of this Scripture best relates to your family right 
now.

3  WEAVING FAITH
                             INTO FAMILIES

 QUESTION 6 
What was it like to rely on your partner? 

 QUESTION 7 
How is that like or unlike relying on God?

 QUESTION 8
Why is it sometimes hard for our children to rely on God as their refuge 
and strength?
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Insight for Parents
Use the E-I-E-I-O tips to encourage your children to rely on God this week.

 E  mpathize with your child. “That must be scary. Is it?”
 I nvite conversation. “What’s happening?”
 E  ncourage your child to know that what he or she is facing is normal. “I 

remember when I felt that way.”
 I nstill hope. “Here’s how God helped me…”
 O ffer your support. “How can I help?” 

Faith Talk Starter
Talk with your children about a time you faced a situation you couldn’t handle 

on your own. Maybe you had a fight with someone and needed someone else to 
step in and talk to that person in order to restore the relationship. Or perhaps you 
couldn’t pay a bill and you asked a family member for money. Tell your children what 
you learned about relying on someone else and how the situation worked out in the 
end. Ask your children to share what they think it would look like to rely on God in 
that situation. Then encourage each family member to share a difficult situation he or 
she is facing. Talk about ways to spend less time worrying and more time relying on 
God in these situations.

Prayer Starter
Pray that your children will have the faith and courage to rely on God this week and 
beyond, no matter what situation they face. 

Write specific prayers for your kids.

 
Notes Write your prayers, ideas, and other thoughts here.
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