


ONE-TIME ACTIVATION CODE:

Get your FREE  
DIGITAL COPY  

of this leader guide. 

It’s as EASY as 1-2-3.

 Visit group.com/digital to set up a free online account for 
your church.

2  Enter the Activation Code below to add this leader guide to your 
account.

3  Download PDF or Word files to your computer and print or 
email them to your leaders.

®

PARENT
LEADER GUIDE

FALL
SUNDAY SCHOOL



group.com/sunday-school 

FaithWeaver NOW® Bible Curriculum, Parent Leader Guide, Fall

Copyright © 2012 & 2015 Group Publishing, Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner whatsoever without prior written permission from 
the publisher, except where noted in the text and in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. For 
information, visit group.com/permissions.

Visit our website: group.com/sunday-school

When you see the OK TO COPY icon, this means permission to photocopy the page from FaithWeaver NOW® Bible 
Curriculum for Parent, Fall, is granted for local church use. Copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. group.com

Credits

Contributing Authors: Rob Cunningham, Siv M. Ricketts, Vicki L.O. Witte, Jill Wuellner
Editors: Erica L. Feucht, Scott Firestone IV, Jennifer Hooks, Stephanie Martin, Jessica Sausto, Owen Shattuck, Ali Thompson, 
Christine Yount Jones
Copy Editors: Lyndsay Gerwing, Becky Helzer, Andrea Zimmerman
Chief Creative Officer: Joani Schultz
Cover Design and Art Direction: Jeff Spencer
Interior Design Team: Jared Bigham, Jeff Brunacci, Kate Elvin, Suzi Jensen, Randy Kady, Rebecca Swain
Cover Photography: © iStockphoto.com/PickStock

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 
1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com

ISBN 978-1-4707-6619-1

Printed in the United States of America.

! OK
TO COPY



3

Parent Fall QuarterTable of 
Contents 

Contents

Introduction ..........................................................................................................4

The Lessons

  Lesson 1:  The Israelites Cross the Red Sea—Exodus 13:17–14:31 
 .................................................................................................................................... 5

  Lesson 2:  God Sends Quail and Manna—Exodus 16:1-26 
 ..................................................................................................................................11

  Lesson 3:  God Provides Water—Exodus 17:1-7 
 ..................................................................................................................................17

  Lesson 4:  God Gives the Ten Commandments (Part 1)—Exodus 19:16–20:21 
 ..................................................................................................................................23

  Lesson 5:  God Gives the Ten Commandments (Part 2)—Exodus 19:16–20:21 
 ..................................................................................................................................31

  Lesson 6:  The Israelites Worship a Golden Calf—Exodus 32:1-25 
 ..................................................................................................................................39

  Lesson 7:  The Israelites Build the Tabernacle—Exodus 35:4–36:38 
 ..................................................................................................................................45

  Lesson 8:  Moses Sends Spies Into the Promised Land—Numbers 13:1–14:23 
 ..................................................................................................................................51

  Lesson 9:  Balaam’s Donkey Talks—Numbers 22:1-38 
 ..................................................................................................................................59

  Lesson 10:  Joshua Becomes Leader of Israel—Joshua 1:1-11  
 ..................................................................................................................................65

  Lesson 11:  Joshua Sends Spies to Jericho—Joshua 2:1-24 
 ..................................................................................................................................71

  Lesson 12:  The Israelites Cross the Jordan River—Joshua 3:1–4:24 
 ..................................................................................................................................77

  Lesson 13:  God Gives Victory Over Jericho—Joshua 6:1-27 
 ..................................................................................................................................83

 



ParentFall Quarter

4

Introduction

The future of Sunday school + 
family ministry is NOW.

Thom and Joani Schultz
Chairman and Chief Creative Officer
Group Publishing, Inc. 

N o doubt about it, the world is changing. Families used to go to church every week. Kids used 
to have longer attention spans. Teachers used to have more time to prepare. And didn’t our 

budgets used to be bigger?

Even the Sunday school Bible curriculum you used just a couple of years ago is already out of date. 
But there’s one thing that’s never changed: the need to grow families closer to Jesus.

That’s why we created FaithWeaver NOW®, and it’s different from anything you’ve ever seen before!

It combines Sunday school with family ministry. 

Sure, you’ve seen Sunday school aimed at families. But FaithWeaver NOW actually hits the target 
by having everyone in the family learning about the same Scripture each week.

It’s simpler and easier. 

Sometimes change is a wonderful thing. Gone are the days when you needed to spend hours 
preparing your lessons and hunting for supplies. FaithWeaver NOW will have you and your team 
ready to go in a snap.

It’s made for NOW. 

Life is complicated and full of distractions. FaithWeaver NOW keeps faith on track through even the 
most frenzied lifestyles.

What makes FaithWeaver NOW the perfect curriculum for 

TODAY’s church?

 n  Families learn the same Bible passage in age-appropriate ways.
 n  Kids don’t just hear the Word. They experience it.
 n  Simple and easy lessons fit even the busiest lives.
 n  Kids see God in their everyday world.
 n  The Scope & Sequence goes through the Bible every three years.
 n  You can customize it however you like, with both print and digital versions.

Create a vibrant family ministry that’s new…that’s 
wow…that’s NOW. FaithWeaver NOW gives you 
a fresh strategy for being more successful than 
ever in bringing families closer to Jesus.
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Lesson 1 

Bible Point 
God helps us when 
we’re afraid.

Key Verse
“He restores my soul. 
He guides me in paths 
of righteousness for 
his name’s sake. Even 
though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me”  
(Psalm 23:3-4).

Weaving Faith  
Into Families  
Parents will help their 
children take their fears 
to Jesus.

The Israelites Cross the Red Sea
 Exodus 13:17–14:31

LESSON WHAT PARENTS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 

1

Getting 
Started

Naming Our Fears

(about 15 min.)
Share stories about times 
when they were really 
afraid, and talk about their 
children’s fears.

2

Bible 
Exploration

God’s Deliverance

(about 25 min.)
Read Exodus 13:17–14:31 
to discover how God helped 
the Israelites; then talk about 
how God has helped their 
families during scary times.

Bibles, poster 
board (3 sheets), 
markers

3

Weaving 
Faith Into 
Families

Remembering the 

Blessings

(about 20 min.)
Reflect on the Key Verse, 
and talk about taking fears 
to God.

Bibles

4

Lasting 
Impressions

Daily Challenge 

(about 5 min.)
Discuss how to apply God’s 
Word.

Weaving Faith at Home 

(about 2 min.)
Talk about how to share 
what they learned with their 
families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

Every activity incorporates 
the FaithWeaver NOW 
Parent Handbook—make 
sure each parent has one!
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BIBLe BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

God Cares for His People

As the mass of more than 2 million Hebrews left 
Egypt, God knew that facing the warlike Philistines 
immediately would likely have made the Hebrews 
lose hope and turn back to Egypt. The pillar of cloud 
by day and pillar of fire by night must have been 
awesome and comforting. 

God’s Unusual Strategy

God instructed the Israelites to turn back somewhat 
toward Egypt and camp at a spot between Migdol 
and the Red Sea. God had a bigger plan than anyone 
else could know. Pharaoh would have been confident 
that he could easily defeat the Israelites.

The Israelites were slaves of the Egyptians only 
days prior to this event. They’d been beaten by the 
whips of the slave drivers and were familiar with 
the weapons the Egyptians carried. They must 
have realized that their fighting talents were nothing 
compared with the Egyptians’. And they were backed 
against the sea with mountains on two sides and the 
Egyptians bearing down on them. The situation must 
have seemed hopeless.

God Shows His Power

We can realize that God had all this planned. He 
knew that the people would be frightened. He knew 
that they would doubt him. But he also knew that his 
power would be remembered forever. God knew that 
he would prevail, that the Hebrews would be saved 
from Pharaoh, and that the result would be a people 
growing greatly in their faith in him.

It may seem odd that no record of this event has 
been found in Egyptian history. However, it’s likely 
that all records were wiped from the books because it 
would have been an embarrassment for the world to 

know that mighty Egypt had been devastated by its 
own lowly slaves.

The Jesus Connection

We live in troubled times when it’s easy for people 
to lose heart and feel hopeless and lost. But a 
relationship with Jesus can give us peace and joy. 
Jesus is our light in dark times.

When have you felt out of sorts and desperate to 
find some control over your situation? Perhaps the 
Israelites felt these things after they escaped from 
Egypt. Although they may not have recognized it at 
the time, eventually they were able to look back and 
see how God used that time to protect them and 
bring glory to himself.

What part of your life might God have his hand in 
now? What can you do to connect with God during 
times of fear and desperation? Take a few minutes to 
reflect on God’s hand in your life. Write your reflection 
here.

The Israelites Cross the Red Sea
Exodus 13:17–14:31
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 GETTING
                STARTED

Naming Our Fears

What You’ll Do 
Greet parents warmly as they gather. Have them form groups of five or six with other 
parents who have kids the same age as theirs. 

Say: Take a few minutes to share with one another about how your week went with 

your kids. 

Allow time for sharing.

Say: In your groups, take a few minutes to briefly share stories about a time when 

you were really afraid.

After about five minutes, ask someone from each group to briefly share one of the 
stories with the entire group.

Say: Now, in your groups, discuss Questions 1 and 2 in your FaithWeaver NOW 

Parent Handbooks. We’ll gather back together in five minutes.  

 QUESTION 1 
What, if anything, consistently scares each of your kids?  

 QUESTION 2 
When your kids are scared, what tends to help them, and why?

Bring everyone back together after five minutes, and have parents share highlights and 
insights from the discussion time.

Say: Today we’ll learn about the Israelites crossing the Red Sea. We’ll see what a 

very scary situation they were in, and how God helped them when they were afraid. 

 GOD HELPS US WHEN WE’RE AFRAID, too.
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2  BIBLE
           EXPLORATION

God’s Deliverance

What You’ll Do 
Have parents combine groups until there are only three groups based on the ages of 
people’s children: one for parents of preschoolers, one for parents of elementary school 
children, and one for parents of teenagers. 

Make sure each group has a few Bibles, a sheet of poster board, and markers.

Say: In your group, read together the Bible passage that I assign you. Pay attention 

to all the things the people of Israel had to fear in that passage, and also how 

God delivered them. God’s deliverance might be related to something in previous 

verses, but you can still make note of it. Make your notes on the poster board. 

Then be prepared to present your findings to everyone. You’ll have about 10 

minutes.

Assign each group one of the following passages:
 Group 1: Exodus 13:17–14:4

 Group 2: Exodus 14:5-20

 Group 3: Exodus 14:21-31

After about 10 minutes, call everyone back together. Have a representative from each 
group present its findings to the entire group.

Say: Next, in your groups, discuss Questions 3 and 4 in your handbooks. We’ll get 

back together in about five minutes.

 QUESTION 3 
When have you experienced God’s deliverance when you were afraid? What did 
God do, and how did it ease your fears?  

 QUESTION 4

What makes it easy—or difficult—for you and your kids to trust God for help when 
you’re afraid? Explain.  

Bring everyone back together after five minutes, and have parents share highlights and 
insights from the discussion time.

Say: We’ve seen from these Bible passages that God helped the Israelites when 

they had much to fear. God didn’t provide deliverance just during Bible times, 

though.  GOD HELPS US WHEN WE’RE AFRAID, too. Let’s explore some more 

what that means for our families. 

God’s Deliverance 

Supplies

Bibles
poster board (3 sheets)
markers
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                             INTO FAMILIES

Remembering the Blessings

What You’ll Do 
Make sure everyone has a Bible.

Say: This week our children are learning Psalm 23:3-4 as their Key Verse. Let’s look 

at that verse together. 

Read aloud this week’s Key Verse, Psalm 23:3-4, while parents follow along in their own 
Bibles: “He restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s 

sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me” (Psalm 23:3-4).

Invite parents to comment on how this verse speaks to them about God’s help when 
they’re afraid.

Form groups of four to six, still based on the ages of parents’ children.

Say: Now, in your groups, discuss Questions 5 through 8 in your handbooks. We’ll 

gather back together in 12 minutes.

 QUESTION 5 
What fear (or fears) is your family currently facing?

 QUESTION 6 
What do you think it means when God doesn’t deliver us out of a scary situation?

 QUESTION 7 
When your family faces fears, what role does—or can—prayer play? 

 QUESTION 8 
How can you help your kids take their fears to Jesus? 

Bring everyone back together after 12 minutes, and have parents share highlights and 
insights from the discussion time with everyone.

Say: Today we’ve seen that God helped the people of Israel when they were in 

a very scary situation, and that  GOD HELPS US WHEN WE’RE AFRAID, too. 

Throughout the Old Testament, whenever God addresses his people, he says 

to them, “I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt.” 

God reminds his people again and again how he rescued them from that terrible 

situation. That’s an important and powerful reminder for us and our families, too.

Remembering the 

Blessings 

Supplies

Bibles
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4  LASTING
              IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenge

What You’ll Do 
Say: Today we learned that  GOD HELPS US WHEN WE’RE AFRAID. Your Daily 

Challenge this week is to create a poster with your family that celebrates the ways 

you’ve already seen God at work, rescuing and caring for you, helping you when 

you’ve been afraid. Each family member can participate. You might use as a title, 

“I am the Lord your God who….” Leave room on your poster to document future 

times when God will help you. Take a few minutes to talk to a partner about what 

this challenge might look like in daily life. Be as specific as you can about how 

you’ll create this reminder of God’s help when we’re afraid. Allow time.

Close your time together in prayer. Invite parents to contribute short prayers, thanking 
God for his help when they face fears. When everyone seems to be wrapping up, close 
the prayer.  

Weaving Faith at Home

Say: Your kids should have a take-home page from this week’s lesson to show you. 

It has their Daily Challenges for this week and ideas for weaving faith at home as 

a family. Please help your kids follow through with their Daily Challenges. Finally, 

please use your FaithWeaver NOW Parent Handbook as a resource to grow your 

own faith in God and for ideas to help your kids grow in theirs.

Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s 
families. Available at group.com/digital.

Thank parents for coming, and wish them well in weaving faith into their families.
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