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The future of Sunday school + family 

ministry is NOW.

Thom and Joani Schultz
Chairman and Chief Creative Officer
Group Publishing, Inc. 

N o doubt about it, the world is changing. Families used to go to church every week. Kids used 
to have longer attention spans. Teachers used to have more time to prepare. And didn’t our 

budgets used to be bigger?

Even the Sunday school Bible curriculum you used just a couple of years ago is already out of date. 
But there’s one thing that’s never changed: the need to grow families closer to Jesus.

That’s why we created FaithWeaver NOW®, and it’s different from anything you’ve ever seen before!

It combines Sunday school with family ministry. 

Sure, you’ve seen Sunday school aimed at families. But FaithWeaver NOW actually hits the target 
by having everyone in the family learning about the same Scripture each week.

It’s simpler and easier. 

Sometimes change is a wonderful thing. Gone are the days when you needed to spend hours 
preparing your lessons and hunting for supplies. FaithWeaver NOW will have you and your team 
ready to go in a snap.

It’s made for NOW. 

Life is complicated and full of distractions. FaithWeaver NOW keeps faith on track through even the 
most frenzied lifestyles.

What makes FaithWeaver NOW the perfect curriculum for 
TODAY’s church?

 n  Families learn the same Bible passage in age-appropriate ways.
 n Kids don’t just hear the Word. They experience it.
 n  Simple and easy lessons fit even the busiest lives.
 n Kids see God in their everyday world.
 n The Scope & Sequence goes through the Bible every three years.
 n You can customize it however you like, with both print and digital versions.

  
Create a vibrant family ministry that’s new…that’s 
wow…that’s NOW. FaithWeaver NOW gives you a fresh 
strategy for being more successful than ever in bringing 
families closer to Jesus.
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Welcome

Welcome to the 

FaithWeaver NOW Senior High Handbook!

The fact that you’re reading this shows how much you 
care about your faith. You take your relationship with Jesus 
seriously. You want to live like him. But it can be hard 
sometimes, especially as a teenager, and with FaithWeaver 
NOW we’re going to help you grow in your faith.  

You’ll learn together with—and from—other students who 
wrestle with the same issues you do. Together, you’ll work 
through those issues and give each other brand-new 
insights into how to weave faith into your life. You’ll have 
fun learning together. You’ll discover things you never knew 
about yourself, about each other, and about God. You’ll 
laugh together. You’ll probably cry together, too. But most 
importantly, you’ll discover how to weave faith into your life 
and walk with God for a lifetime.
 
Here’s what you’ll find in your FaithWeaver NOW Senior 
High Handbook—including how to use each piece to get the 
most out of each week:

 BIBLE BACKGROUND
This is a more in-depth look at the week’s Bible passage. 
Use it to gain a deeper understanding of God’s Word.

 THE JESUS CONNECTION
This brief devotion will help you think through how this 
week’s study applies to your life and how to pray about this 
week’s point.

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
These are the questions you’ll go through as a group and 
the specific passages you’ll look at. Use this page to follow 
along during the study.



7

Senior High Handbook Fall QuarterWelcome

 DAILY CHALLENGE
Here you’ll have some options for how to apply each study 
to your life. Mark the one you choose as a reminder to live 
out your faith.

 QUOTABLES
A get-you-thinking quote about faith, life, and whatever 
you’re learning about that week. 

 FAITH JOURNAL
Use this section to reflect honestly about the study each 
week when you go home. There’s even space for you to 
write about your insights.

 TALK WITH YOUR FAMILY
You’ve learned a lot today, and so has your family. Why not 
cement the learning by exploring today’s point together? 
You can do that by using the activity and discussion in this 
section.

So again, welcome to the world of FaithWeaver NOW! 
May God bless your journey together—as students and as 
faithweavers!
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Bible Point 
God helps us when 
we’re afraid.

Key Verse
“He guides 
me in paths of 
righteousness for 
his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk 
through the valley of 
the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your 
staff, they comfort 
me” (Psalm 23:3-4).

The Israelites Cross the Red Sea  

Exodus 13:17–14:31

God Cares for His People

As the mass of more than 2 million Hebrews left Egypt, God 
knew that facing the warlike Philistines immediately would 
likely have made the Hebrews lose hope and turn back to 
Egypt. The pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night 
must have been awesome and comforting.

God’s Unusual Strategy

God instructed the Israelites to turn back somewhat toward 
Egypt and camp at a spot between Migdol and the Red 
Sea. God had a bigger plan than anyone else could know. 
Pharaoh would’ve been confident that he could easily defeat 
the Israelites.

The Israelites were slaves of the Egyptians only days prior 
to this event. They’d been beaten by the whips of the slave 
drivers and were familiar with the weapons the Egyptians 
carried. They must’ve realized that their fighting talents 
were nothing compared with the Egyptians’. And they were 
backed against the sea, with mountains on two sides and 
the Egyptians bearing down on them. The situation must’ve 
seemed hopeless.

God Shows His Power

We can realize that God had all this planned. He knew that 
the people would be frightened. He knew that they would 
doubt him. But he also knew that his power would be 
remembered forever. God knew that he would prevail, that 
the Hebrews would be saved from Pharaoh, and that the 
result would be a people growing greatly in their faith in him.

It may seem odd that no record of this event has been 
found in Egyptian history. However, it’s likely that all records 
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BIBLE BACKGROUND

were wiped from the books because it 
would’ve been an embarrassment for 
the world to know that mighty Egypt had 
been devastated by its own lowly slaves.

THE JESUS 
                        CONNECTION

We live in troubled times when it’s easy for people to lose heart and feel hopeless and lost. But a 
relationship with Jesus can give us peace and joy. Jesus is our light in dark times.

When have you felt out of sorts and desperate to find some control over your situation? Perhaps the 
Israelites felt these things after they escaped from Egypt. Although they may not have recognized it at 
the time, eventually they were able to look back and see how God used that time to protect them and 
bring glory to himself.

What part of your life might God have his hand in now? What can you do to connect with God during 
times of fear and desperation? Take a few minutes to reflect on God’s hand in your life.

You can write your reflection here.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1  FAITH
                CONNECTION

 n  What’s the one thing you’re most afraid of?
 n  Why are you afraid of that thing?  
 n  How do you usually react to fear? How did that show up in your story?

 MEDIA
                CONNECTION (OPTION)

 n  What’s the one thing you’re most afraid of?
 n  Why are you afraid of that thing? 
 n  What did you notice in this clip about reactions to fear?
 n  How do you usually react to fear?

2  BIBLE
           EXPLORATION

Read: Exodus 13:17–14:31
 n  Tell about a time you faced a fear. How was your situation like or unlike 

the Israelites’ situation? 
 n  How did you handle the fear you faced? How does that compare with 

what the Israelites did? 
 n  Based on reading this passage and on the game shows you saw, what 

are some good and bad ways to handle fear?
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3  WEAVING FAITH
                                 INTO LIFE

Read: Psalm 23:3-4

“Even though I walk through __________________

I will fear no ____________________

for you are with me; you comfort me by _______________________.”

 n  Why were the Israelites’ fears justifiable? 
 n  What’s understandable about the fears people in your group shared?
 n  What’s a different way to look at your fears based on our Key Verse?
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TAKING
      IT HOME

Quotables

 “Courage is 
being scared 
to death—but 
saddling up 
anyway.”—
John Wayne 
(actor and 
all-around cool 
guy)

Daily Challenges

Choose one or more of these Daily Challenges to do this 
week.

n Make a pocket-sized booklet with pictures of things 
that scare you. On the back of each page, write a 
Bible verse that helps you deal with that fear.

n Skim the book of Psalms for passages about 
danger and how God protects those he loves.

n Talk to a friend about your fears. Find out what 
fears you have in common, and pray for God to 
help you when you’re afraid.

Faith Journal

What scares you? In what areas of your life do you feel 
as if God is or isn’t helping you with that?
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Talk With Your Family

Read Psalm 23 with your family, and discuss these questions:

 n  What does this passage tell you about how God takes care of your 
fears?

 n  Why do you think so many people turn to Psalm 23 for reassurance?  
 n  Think about something you’re scared of right now. Does Psalm 23 

reassure you? Why or why not?

Have family members each choose one word or phrase from Psalm 23 to repeat 
when they face a fear or stressor this week.
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