





























The New Testament has 27 books, which are grouped into four parts:
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“Gospel” means “good news,” and
the good news is that Jesus came
to take away our sins (the wrong
things we do) so we can be friends
with God. These four books tell

us all about Jesus’ life, including
his birth, miracles, friendships,
teachings, death, and resurrection.

Each of these books is a
letter (also called epistle)
written to people about
their Christian faith and
their friendship with God.

- Romans * 1& 2 Corinthians
- Galatians - Ephesians

- Philippians - Colossians
*1&2 Thessalonians

* 1&2 Timothy - Titus

- Philemon - Hebrews

* James - 1& 2 Peter

*1,2, & 3 John - Jude

« Matthew « Mark - Luke * John D

The New Testament The New Testament
ives us this on . has this one book of
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TLISTORY book all about the PROPHECY prophecy, which tells us

history of Jesus’ how the world will end.
first followers and Thankfully, everyone
the beginning of the who believes in Jesus

will live forever as
friends with God!

Christian church.

* Acts
- Revelation




“I will teach you hidden
lessons from our past—
stories we have heard and
known, stories our ancestors
handed down to us. We will
not hide these truths from
our children; we will tell the
next generation about the
glorious deeds of the Lord,
about his power and his
mighty wonders.”

Psalm 78:2-4












God didn’t pick up a pen and write the Bible himself.
Instead, God chose more than 40 people to write and
tell his story. These people came from lots of different
backgrounds; some were kings, some were fishermen
or shepherds, others were businessmen or soldiers; one
was even a doctor. They wrote with different writing
styles, too. And some wrote about history, some wrote
letters to friends, while others wrote poetry.

Here’s the amazing thing about all these different

writers: They were all inspired by God to write what

they did. Some people say that the Bible is “God-

breathed,” which means that God spoke through these / L

writers as they wrote.

Some of those writers were Moses, David, Daniel,
Isaiah, and Paul. None of those men ever met each
other, but they were all inspired to write a part of
God’s story.

And here’s something else that’s amazing. Even
though these writers came from different cultures
and different times in history, their writings agree
with each other. They’re all part of the same story, , \\‘\\\'
which is that God loves us and sent his Son, Jesus, to

make it possible for us to become friends with God.
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1500 B.C.—
3000 B.C.— Abraham Coins are
Stonehenge is born invented
is built in
England God gives
Moses the Ten
Commandments
2500 B.C.— a
Creation Great Pyramid | Jacob steals Esau’s :
of Giza is built inheritance ~1
in Egypt Gideon defeats
the Midianites
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Jonah is God saves Jesus is
David  swallowed by Daniel in the born!
defeats a big fish lions’ den
Goliath

g

Ruth and
Naomi travel
to Bethlehem

750 B.C.— Esther becomes
Fake teeth Xerxes’ queen

God gives SreRpRts 200 B.C.—

Solomon Paper invented
wisdom in China

The events in the Bible took place thousands of years ago, but their truths
remain as important and helpful as ever. Bible experts believe Moses wrote
the first books of the Bible around 1400 B.C. (Before Christ), while the last
books of the Bible were written in the years after Jesus’ death.

Follow this timeline to see when key events in the Bible took place in history.

“Through their faith, the people in days
of old earned a good reputation.”

Hebrews 11:2
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“Come close to God, and God
will come close to you.”
James 4:8




I was just another girl in the crowd. As normal as
normal could be. I laughed, cried, ate, slept, and
stubbed my toes, just like you. There was nothing
special about my life...until God chose me to do
something no one else would ever do. God wanted
me to be the mother of his Son—the Son of God!

Me?

To be honest, I was scared. When I got the news—
from an angel, no less—I had a lump in my throat,

a knot in the pit of my stomach, and a chill down

my spine. Surely someone had made a mistake! But
God doesn’t make mistakes. God gave me a gift that I
could share with the rest of the world...including you.

Because I'm not the only one God wanted to give
Jesus to. Jesus may have been my baby, but he’s also
your best friend. God chose you to receive the gift of
Jesus, too.

And that’s not all. God has given you another
precious gift: the Bible. The Bible is the story of
Jesus—my son, God’s Son—and how he came to
bring you closer to God. Reading the Bible brings
you closer to Jesus and knowing Jesus’ heart.

There are so many amazing stories about Jesus in
the Bible. I hope you'll read them all!
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Read the Bible as if Jesus is sitting right next to you. Find two chairs. Sit in
one and leave the other empty. Imagine Jesus sitting next to you as you read
Matthew 19:13-14. Write about imagining Jesus sitting next to you.

Want to grow closer to Jesus?
Read these stories about some of the jaw-dropping things Jesus did.

» Jesus calms a storm—Mark 4:35-40
» Jesus walks on water—Matthew 14:22-33

» Jesus raises a man from the dead—John 11:1-44




