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Worship Session X

Art says, “Keep 
Off the Grass”
Bible Story: Jesus teaches his disciples to 
pray (Matthew 6:5-13).

Worship Theme: We can talk to God.

PREPARATION: Tape a small sheet of paper to 
Theo’s paw.

Leader: Good morning! Theo is going to help us learn the 
Lord’s Prayer this morning. Does anyone know what that 
is? (Pauses so children can answer.) 

Theo: Do I have to read the whole thing? It’s really long. 
OK… (Clears throat.) Ahem…Our Father, who art in 
heaven. (Pauses.) Wait a sec. Why am I praying to my 
dad?

Leader: Father doesn’t mean your dad, it means God our 
Father.

Theo: (Getting it) Oh, OK. (Pauses.) God’s name is Art?

Leader: (Laughs.) No, Theo, God’s name isn’t Art! That’s a 
fancy way of saying “is.” So, basically, the words say, “Our 
God in heaven.” 

Theo: If you say so, but I think that art strange! (Clears 
throat.) Ahem…Hallowed be thy name. (Pauses.) I get 
this part! The first part is “Dear God,” so hallowed must 
be like “hello.” So it means “Dear God, hi! How’s it goin’!” 
Right?

Leader: Actually “hallowed” means holy or worthy to be 
praised. We’re telling God we know we’re supposed to 
worship him.

Theo: Then why don’t we just say that?

Leader: Prayer can be a special way of talking to God.

Theo: I see. I’ll keep going now. (Clears throat.) Ahem…
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. (Pauses.) That means that we should do every-
thing the way we’d do it if we were in heaven, right?

Leader: Pretty much. Keep reading.

Theo: (Clears throat.) Ahem…Give us this day our daily 
bread. (Pauses.) Can I say, “Give us this day our Nutter 
Butter cookies?”

Leader: I don’t think so. But God knows that the word “bread” 
really means everything we need to have.

Theo: OK. (Clears throat.) Ahem…Forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who walk on our lawn.

Leader: Theo!

Theo: I was trying to use special words! My dad said when 
you walk on someone else’s grass, it’s called trespassing. 

Leader: He’s right. But, in the prayer, we’re talking about sin-
ning. It could be going somewhere we don’t belong, or it 
could be lying or forgetting to pray or anything else that’s 
not what God wants.

Theo: Hmm. (Clears throat.) Ahem…And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. (Pauses.) Ya know 
what? Bud Boxer is being mean to me at school again. 
Can I call him evil so God can deliver me?

Leader: I don’t think we should give bad names to other 
people, but you have the right idea. That’s one way God 
can help us. But evil also means the evil that we do—
our own sin.

Theo: But what about Bud’s sin?

Leader: That’s between Bud and God. 

Theo: This is hard! I thought it was just a prayer!

Leader: A prayer is talking to God, Theo. That’s a very spe-
cial and powerful thing. Keep going.

Theo: (Clears throat.) For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. 

Leader: Amen!

Theo: Amen!
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