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INTRODUCTION

Supplement your Bible lessons in a fun, hands-on way with 3-D crafts from the
popular Dig In curriculum! Lots of kids love crafts, and everyone loves toys and
games! Using the ideas in this book, your 3- to 7-year-olds will make crafts that
are way more than just another piece of paper to hang on the fridge. Kids will
make interactive, usable crafts and toys, including a board game, superhero
cape, play cellphone, and more.

Each craft ties to a Bible point focusing on the life of Jesus and uses simple
supplies you can find at local retailers...in your supply closet...or even in your
trash! The Scripture and topical indexes at the back of the book make it easy to
find a craft that goes with your Bible lesson.

Get ready for no more crafts left behind in the classroom or discarded on the
floor of the car! These crafts get kids making things they’ll want to keep while
reinforcing the Bible point in their hearts!
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AN ANGEL ANNOUNCES

JESUS BiRTH

Luke 1:26-38; Matthew- 1:18-15

Supplies

construction paper
(white and beige)

® markers
® glue sticks

gold or silver chenille
wires
transparent tape

Easy Prep

Use %2 sheet of white
construction paper and tape
to make a 4-inch-tall tube for
each child.

Cut a 2-inch circle from
beige construction paper for
each child.

Cut two 5-inch-tall hearts out

of white paper for each child.

Cut a é-inch piece of chenille
wire for each child.

Make a sample craft

to show kids.

ANNOUNCING ANGELS —

What Kids Will Do

Kids make paper angels with heart wings.

Talk About Angels

Ask:

* How do we get good news today?

* What would be some fun and crazy ways to
send a good message?

Share your own wild idea, such as sending a
message by parakeet or spelling it out in cotton
candy clouds. Then let children share creative ways
they might send a message.

Say: God sent an angel to give Mary surprising
news. It may seem impossible that an angel would
talk to a person, but God does the impossible. The
angel said that Jesus would be born.

Show children the sample craft.

Say: Let’s make this angel to remember that God
does the impossible.
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Make Angels

Give each child a paper tube, two hearts, a circle, and a
6-inch chenille wire.

Instruct kids to draw an angel face on the circle.

Help them wrap the end of the wire into a
loop to make a halo.

Help children glue the heart “wings” to one
side of the tube and then glue the face to the
other side.

Help kids tape the halos in place.
Children can use their angels to practice saying the

Bible point or retelling the story of the angel giving Mary
surprising news.
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THE FiRST

CHRISTMAS

Luke 2:1-7

Supplies

paper plates (1 per child)
stapler

scissors
markers

wooden ice cream spoons
(1 per child)

craft sticks (2 per child)
smiley-face stickers

(3 per child)
e chenille wires

(4 per child)
cotton balls (1 per child)
tape
other stickers

1-inch and 2-inch

pieces of yarn
e facial tissues (1 per child)

Easy Prep

* Make a sample craft
to show kids.

BETHLEHEM BARNS =7

What Kids Will Do

Kids make scenes for Jesus’ birth.

Make the Barn

Say: Mary and Joseph took a trip to a place
called Bethlehem. When they got there, they
couldn’t find a place to stay, so they stayed in
a place like a barn where animals like cows,
sheep, and chicken sleep. Have kids make barn
animal sounds.

Say: While they were in Bethlehem, Mary had
her baby. She had baby Jesus—the best gift ever!
Let's make something to tell others about how
Jesus was born.

Give each child a paper plate. Explain that a
barn is made of wood from a tree. Have children
color both sides of their paper plates brown.
Encourage them to color both sides completely.
As they work, cut each child’s plate into four
sections like a pie—but don’t cut all the way to
the center; you want the four parts to remain
intact. Just cut about two-thirds of the way to

the center for each cut. You can do this before
children finish coloring.
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As each child finishes coloring, overlap one section of the paper
plate (about an inch) with the section to the left of it. Staple those
two sections together. Work your way around the plate, overlapping
each section with the section to the left of it like a windmill or fan,
until all four sections are overlapped and it makes a basket (barn).

Let kids put stickers on their barns while they wait to move on to the
next step. As children work, have them talk about something they
know about when they were born or babies they know who were
born recently. It's okay if all the kids don’t have an example; the
idea is to get them talking about new babies.

Have kids lay the barns on their sides, and say: This is like the barn
where Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus stayed. Let's fill it with some
of the things from the Bible story. Remind children that there were
probably animals there, too, since animals live in a barn. Give each
child a cotton ball, and let kids choose what kind of animal they
want it to be.
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Make Mary and Joseph

Say: Mary and Joseph were at the barn before Jesus was born,

so let’s make Mary and Joseph first. Give each child two craft

sticks. Help children do the following things to make Mary

and Joseph:

e Put a smiley-face sticker on the end of each craft stick to be
faces for Mary and Joseph.

e Color the craft sticks to give them clothes.

* Wrap chenille wire around the craft sticks in the middle and
at the opposite end of the face to make arms and legs.

e Tape yarn pieces to the head end of the craft sticks for hair.
(Younger children could use extra help with this step—lay a
piece of tape sticky-side up in front of a child, and have him
or her place a few pieces of yarn in the center of the sticky
side. Then you'll tape the hair in place.)

As children work, remind them that Mary and Joseph were Jesus'’
parents, and invite them to tell some things about their parents
or guardians.

Make Jesus
Say: Now let's make the best gift ever—baby Jesus. Give each
child a wooden ice cream spoon. Help kids do the following
things to make Jesus:
e Put a smiley-face sticker on the end of the spoon for
Jesus’ face.
* Wrap the spoons in facial tissues like Mary wrapped baby
Jesus in cloth. Kids can use tape to secure the tissues.

As kids work, help them talk about things that are special about
Jesus or things they love about him.
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Retell About Jesus’ Birth

Show children how to use the barn and the Mary, Joseph, Jesus,

and animal figures to retell the basic story of Jesus’ birth, as time

allows. Here are some details to include:

* Mary and Joseph took a long trip to Bethlehem. (Make Mary
and Joseph “walk a long way.”)

e They couldn’t find a place to stay. (Make Mary and Joseph
“knock on some doors.”)

e They found a barn where they could stay. (Make Mary and
Joseph go in the barn. Play with the cotton-ball animal.)

* Mary had baby Jesus. (Show baby Jesus. Undo and redo
his tissue.)

e Jesus was the best gift ever for Mary and Joseph, and for us.

Teach children this song to the tune of “I'm a Little Teapot.” (Kids
can dance their figures around in the barn as they sing the song.)

God gave Jesus to us

as a gift.

He is a good gift;

He is the best!

Jesus is the best gift

of all time.

Thank you, God, for Jesus’ love.

Repeat the retelling as time allows.

Say: Jesus is the best gift ever! And you can use your barn to tell
everyone all about that!
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Lots of kids love crafts—and everyone loves toys and games! Supplement your Bible
lessons with these Bible-related 3-D crafts pulled from the popular Dig In Sunday school
curriculum. Your 3- to 7-year olds will love making these functional toys and fun projects
that focus on the life of Jesus.

Here are just a few of the 54 clever ideas included in this book:

a healing care package to learn that Jesus heals us

teddy bears to show that Jesus-followers care for others

a piggy bank to remind kids of the prodigal son and that Jesus loves us no matter what
a bandage ball to demonstrate that Jesus understands suffering

These crafts use simple supplies you can find at your local Walmart...or in your supply
closet...or even in your trash! The Scripture and topical indexes make it easy to find a
craft that goes with your Bible lesson.

Even your non-artistic kids will have a blast making these fun crafts—and then taking
them home to put them to use! No more crafts left behind in the classroom or
discarded on the floor of the car. No more two-dimensional art to clutter

parents’ fridges. Get kids making things they’ll want to keep!

This book includes reproducible pages.

ISBN 978-1-4707-5341-2  USD $24.99
52499 >

9 1"781470"753412
RELIGION/Christian Ministry/Children

Reol. Bold. Love.




THIS IS A SAMPLE

The number of pages is limited.

Purchase the item for the complete version.



