
�
110 out-of-this-world games kids love

Thanks to our talented authors!

Geoffrey Allan

Matt Augee

Patty Baker

Glynis Belec

Mary Vance Berlin

Rodney Bertholet

Mary Burman

Carolyn Caufman

Scott Cunningham

Mary J. Davis

Lynette Edmondson

Llona English

Nanette Goings

Donna Gossett

Sheila Halasz

Patty Harkiewicz

Deb Harrell

Margaret Hinchey

Mary Conley Holladay

Jennifer Hooks

Debra Jennings

Selma Johnson

Amy Jones

Christine Yount Jones

Carmen Kamrath

Janel Kauffman

Rebecca Kerr

Robyn Kundert

Rick Lawrence

Susan Lingo

Melodee Lovering

Dalinda Marshall

Brian Mason

Dwight Mix

Heather Monkmeyer

Jeff Moody

Lisa Nagy

Martin Nagy

Amy Nappa

Mike Nappa

Cindy Newell

Lori Haynes Niles

Walter Norvell

Debbie Trafton O’Neal

Nancy Paulson

CliffAnn Perry

Shannon Rayne

Lori Resch

Glenna Rufca

Jordan Sharp

Cindy Smith

Esther Stockwell

Nancy Tichy

Jan Tomlinson

Susan Turner

Heather Ward

Randy Warner

Deb Weaver

Jennifer Wilger

Joanne Wilson

Terry Vermillion

Mary G. Yates

Malinda Zellman



IN
D
EX

games
�

CO
N

TE
N

TS

Games for low/moderate energy  9

Anger Bubbles........................10

Bible Look-Up........................11

Bible Smuggle........................12

Bible-Verse Puzzle..................13

Bible-Verse Volleyball..............14

Blanket Volleyball...................15

Bombs Away..........................16

Circle Pull..............................17

Food-Tower Frenzy..................18

Friendship Circle....................19

Head Power...........................20

Hide the Sin..........................21

Hoop Shoop...........................22

In God’s Image.......................23

Lenten Scavenger Hunt...........24

Listen Carefully......................25

Make ’Em Smile.....................26

Making Sense.........................27

Matchup................................28

Mirror Me...............................29

Mixed Emotions......................30

Mold It..................................31

Musical Thank-Yous................32

Mystery Sock Box...................33

�On the Road to Damascus.......34

Pass the Prayer......................35

Paul and Silas........................36

Picture Relay.........................37

Prayer in Motion.....................38

Puzzle Pieces.........................39

Raise Your Hands...................40

Searching for the Truth............41

Shepherd, Shepherd...............42

Sticks and Stones...................43

Team Bingo............................44

Thanksgiving Balloon Game.....45

True Servants.........................46

Trust Me................................47

Try, Try Again..........................48

Turkey Thanks........................49

Who Am I?.............................50

THE BEST OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY MAGAZINE: games



�
110 out-of-this-world games kids love

CO
N

TEN
TS

A Helping Hand......................52

Avalanche..............................53

Balloon Crunch.......................54

Balloon Relay.........................55

Bethlehem or Bust..................56

Big Fish, Little Fish................57

Bigger and Better  

     Scavenger Hunt.................58

Burdens.................................59

Catch the Gossip....................60

Chain-Gang Relay...................61

Chair Share............................62

Chores Relay..........................63

Creation Race.........................64

Dodge the Stones...................65

Eye of the Needle...................66

Find Your Family....................67

Follow Me..............................68

Following Jesus......................69

Foot Relay.............................70

Fruit of the Spirit Scramble.....71

Go, Team!..............................72

Good Samaritan Game............73

Handy Footrace......................74

Harvest Relay.........................75

Hug Tag.................................76

Human Jacks.........................77

It’s Easter..............................78

Jesus Loves You......................79

Juggling Race.........................80

Kool-Aid Quench....................81

Lazarus Race.........................82

Left Out.................................83

Line Swing.............................84

Loaves and Fishes..................85

Lost-Coin Hunt.......................86

Love Tug................................87

Mission Impossible.................88

Non-Musical Chairs.................89

Paper Attack..........................90

Partner Carry..........................91

Penny Toss.............................92

Peter, James, and John  

     in a Sailboat.....................93

Pharaoh Tag...........................94

Pop! Pop!..............................95

Raindrop Relay.......................96

Ready, Set, Go.......................97

Games for high energy   51



�

IN
D
EX

games

Scripture Index.....................122

Games for High Energy   continued

Index   121

CO
N

TE
N

TS

Roundabout Relay..................98

Scavenger Hunt for Charity......99

Seed, Seed, Grow.................100

Shepherd and Sheep.............101

Shoe Enough........................102

Shoe-Shod...........................103

Snakes Alive!.......................104

Sneaker Shuffle....................105

Stop, Thief...........................106

Strength in Numbers.............107

Summer Bible Olympics........108

Tail Chase............................109

The Bear..............................110

The Lost Coins.....................111

Three-Legged Treasure Hunt..112

Trash-Bag Bonanza...............113

Two-Spoon Balloon Race.......114

Water Fight..........................115

Web of Friends Volleyball.......116

Wise and Foolish Maidens.....117

You Are Special....................118

You’re Out............................119

Zigzag Relay.........................120

THE BEST OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY MAGAZINE:



�
110 out-of-this-world games kids love

Introduction

Kids love to play! But should playing games be part of the precious 
time you have to teach? Absolutely!

Kids remember what they do, so games are a perfect way to 
emphasize and help them remember the important Bible truths you 
teach.

That’s why we’ve taken 110 of the best game ideas from Children’s 
Ministry Magazine and put them all into one easy-to-use book.  
Gleaned from issues spanning the last 10 years, these creative games 
are not only fun to play, but easy to lead.

Children’s ministry experts from all over the country have 
contributed these game ideas, so we know they work! A helpful 
index makes it possible to search by Scripture reference, and games 
are grouped in sections according to activity level. So finding the 
perfect game to play will be—well, child’s play! 

Use this collection of best game ideas:

• to plan games for your next special event,
• to fill in the gaps of your curriculum,
• as an instant resource when you need an instant game,
• �to offer as a resource to help volunteers in their planning of events, 

and 
• �as an emergency resource when you need a fun and easy game 

idea.

Keep this book handy—you’ll use it often! It’s a game lifesaver for 
Sunday school, children’s church, midweek programs, vacation Bible 
school, and camps. 

Now go play!
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DIRECTIONS
Form two groups. Designate one group as 
Group 1 and the other group as Group 2. 
Give each person a straw.

Say: Let’s pretend this dishwashing liquid 
is “anger.” I’m dropping one drop of anger 
in each bowl. Group 1, blow as quickly as 
you can to produce lots of bubbles. Group 
2, blow as slowly as you can to produce the 
least number of bubbles.

Continue the game until bubbles are about 
to overflow the “quick-blowing” bowl. 
Exchange groups and repeat the game.

Read aloud James 1:19. Ask: What 
happened when you blew quickly? How 
was that bowl like or unlike someone who 
is quick to anger? What happened when 
you blew slowly? How is that like or unlike 
someone who is slow to anger? What 
happens when we quickly lose our temper? 
What makes you angry? What helps you 
keep from getting angry quickly?

Kids learn how quickly anger can 
bubble over.

anger bubbles

What You’ll Need:

You’ll need dishwashing liquid, 
a straw for each person, and 2 
large bowls filled with water. 

FOR EXTRA IMPACT:

• �Read aloud James 1:20, and 
ask: Why do you think anger 
doesn’t bring a “righteous 
life that God desires”? What 
would God have us do?

• �Read aloud Proverbs 15:1 
and ask: How does a gentle 
answer turn away anger?

• �Have kids mix paint with a 
small amount of water and 
bubble bath in a container 
and then use their straw to 
blow air into the mixture 
to create bubbles. Have 
kids write on a piece of 
paper, “‘Be quick to listen, 
slow to speak and slow to 
become angry’—James 
1:19.” Kids can then place 
the paper over the bubbles 
to make a bubbly print.
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