
3

Contents

Introduction ........................................................................................................... 7

Scripture Index .................................................................................................. 159

TOPIC

BIBLE 

BODY 
OF CHRIST 

CHOICES 

CLIQUES 

C OMMUNICATION 

CONFLICT 

COOPERATION 

COURAGE 

CREATION 

FAITH 

FAMILY 

FEAR 

FOLLOWING
JESUS 

EARLY ELEMENTARY

Listen-and-Obey Faces ........................9
Do what the Bible says

One Body, Many Parts .......................12
We belong to the body of Christ

A Tower of Choices ...........................14
Look to Jesus to make wise choices

Cliquey Candy ..................................17
Favoritism is hurtful 

Salty Word Paintings ........................20
Th e words we use are important

No Elbow Room ................................23
Confl ict requires creative solutions

Body ‘Bots ........................................26
We are parts of the same body

Superheroes, Superpowers ...............31
God gives us power to be courageous

Creation Charades ............................37
Th e heavens reveal God’s creativity

Moving Mountains ............................41
Jesus explains the power of faith

Robe Repair .....................................43
We forgive our family members

Let It Go! ..........................................48
We give our worries to God

The Navigator ...................................51
Jesus brings light to our lives

UPPER ELEMENTARY

Measuring Up ...................................11
Th e Bible is our measuring stick

Messages From the Brain ..................13
Jesus is the head of the church

Forward or Reverse? .........................15
Choices that please God are the best

Playing Favorites ..............................18
Leaving others out is a sin

Flavorful Fruit of the Spirit .................21
Our words refl ect our hearts

Confl ict Is a Heavy Load ....................24
Be kind and forgiving to others

Colorful Cooperation .........................29
Together we are better

Cat and Mouse .................................34
Face your fears by trusting God

Out of the Darkness ...........................38
Jesus creates order from darkness

Designs From Darkness .....................42
We trust God even in hard times

I’ve Got Your Back! ...........................46
We are loyal to our families

“Egg-stra” Protection ........................49
God promises to guard our hearts

“Big Stuff” Is Small ...........................52
We don’t have to impress God



4 THE GIANT BOOK OF CHILDREN’S MESSAGES

TOPIC

FORGIVENESS 

FRIENDSHIP 

GIFTS AND 
TALENTS 

GOALS 

GOD’S LOVE 

GOD’S PLAN 

GOD’S POWER 

GOD’S 
PROVISION 

GRACE 

JEALOUSY 

JESUS’ BIRTH 

JESUS’ 
MIRACLES 

JESUS’ 
RESURR ECTION 

EARLY ELEMENTARY

Washed Clean ..................................55
Only God can wash our sins away

Fruitful Friendships ...........................58
Our friendships can honor God

Gift Hunters ......................................63
Everyone has spiritual gift s for 
serving God

Eyes on the Prize ..............................66
Our goals can honor God

Big, Delicious Love ...........................70
God’s big love is for us

Follow and Trust ...............................72
God’s plan is for our good

Unlimited Power ...............................76
God is powerful

Surprise Provision ............................78
God provides for us every day

Can’t Win This ..................................80
We can’t earn God’s forgiveness

Brush It Away ...................................83
Jealousy eats away at us

The Main Attraction ..........................86
Jesus came to draw us to God

Storm Commands ..............................90
Like the wind and the waves, 
we obey Jesus

Run and Tell .....................................92
We tell others Jesus is alive

UPPER ELEMENTARY

Time Machine ...................................56
God promises to forgive his people

On-Target Friendships .......................60
We can choose to be good friends

Gifted to Build ..................................65
Every gift  matters

God-Pleasing Goals ...........................67
Our ultimate goal is to please God

Bridge of Love ..................................71
God’s love never leaves us

No Accidents ....................................74
God has a plan for your family

Freeze Dance ...................................77
When we understand God’s power, 
everything makes sense

Help Is on the Way ...........................79
God still provides for our needs

Sand Sketch .....................................81
God off ers grace to all

Disorderly Conduct ...........................85
Jealousy leads to disorder and mess

Birth Announcements ........................88
We share the good news of Jesus’ birth

Tears in a Bottle ...............................91
Jesus cares about our tears

Breathe and Go .................................94
Jesus sends us to tell others

Contents continuedContents continued



5

TOPIC

JOY 

KINDNESS 

LONELINESS 

LOVING 
OTHERS 

MONEY 

OBEDIENCE 

PEER 
PRESSURE 

PRAISING GOD 

PRAYER 

SCHOOL 
PRESSURE 

SALVATION 

SADNESS 

SELF-IMAGE 

EARLY ELEMENTARY

Overfl owing Joy .................................95
Jesus off ers living water

The King’s Kindness ..........................98
We can always be kind to others

Lonely Links ...................................100
We can call on God when we’re alone

Dinner With a Sinner .......................103
Jesus shows love to everyone

Two Coins and a Big Heart ..............105
We give our best to God

I See Water ....................................107
Obeying God is wise

Don’t Get Burned .............................109
We don’t have to follow everyone else

Breaking Free .................................112
Our worship during diffi  culty 
encourages others

God’s Listening ...............................115
God wants to hear our prayers

Simon Says Stand Up ......................119
God stands with us under pressure 

White as Snow ...............................122
Jesus gave his life to make us clean

Bags of Burdens .............................124
God knows what it’s like to be sad

Blocks of Self-Esteem .....................127
God made us to be wonderful

UPPER ELEMENTARY

A New View ......................................96
God is in control

Boiling Mad Rescue ..........................99
Kindness can help in bad situations

Blanket of Loneliness ......................101
Jesus knows what it’s like to be lonely

A Basket Ride to Safety ...................104
Telling about Jesus is loving

Greedy Gehazi ................................106
Love of money can have terrible 
consequences

Moses and the Bronze Snake ..........108
God shows mercy when we disobey

Standing Strong ..............................110
Jesus gives us strength to do what’s 
right

Believing Is Seeing .........................113
We praise Jesus and ask for his help

Praying A.C.T.S. to God ...................117
We can pray the Lord’s prayer

Taking the Heat ..............................121
God helps us stand fi rm

Triumph Over Sin ............................123
Jesus died so we can have eternal life

The Face of Sadness .......................125
We pour out our tears to God

Self-Esteem Towers ........................128
We are holy and blameless in God’s sight

Contents continuedContents continued



6 THE GIANT BOOK OF CHILDREN’S MESSAGES

EARLY ELEMENTARY

The First Must Be Last .....................129
Humble yourself to serve

Beads of Sharing ............................132
God wants us to share with others

Put Your Light on a Stand ................134
Let your faith shine to glorify God

God Loves Us, Cracks and All ..........136
Despite sin, we’re still sweet to God

Three Minds Are Better Than One ....139
God tells us to work together

Nothing Too Small ..........................141
We can be thankful for everything

A Salty Truth ...................................143
Small lies are still lies

Faith, Trust, and a Hula Hoop ..........146
We can always put our trust in God

Idols Away!.....................................148
God helps us make wise choices

Tomb Stone ....................................151
Jesus defeats death

Thanksgiving Feast .........................154
We give thanks for our blessings

The Shepherds and Angels ..............156
Jesus is our miracle

UPPER ELEMENTARY

Washing and Serving ......................131
Jesus tells us to put others fi rst

Sharing Musical Chairs ...................133
We can share and show compassion 
to others

Targeted Faith ................................135
Share God’s love with everyone

Racing After Jesus ..........................137
We can make a commitment to God

Just for Kicks ..................................140
We all have a purpose

Worry Knot .....................................142
God wants us to be grateful, not worry

Lies Come to Light ..........................144
Lies are always exposed

God or Chariots? .............................147
We put our trust in God alone

Build on the Rock ...........................150
God’s Word is a solid foundation

Hidden Treasure .............................152
Jesus is alive!

Jars of Thanks ................................155
It’s important to give thanks to God

Follow the Star ...............................158
Jesus is born

Contents continuedContents continued

Tomb Stone ....................................151
Jesus defeats death

Thanksgiving Feast .........................154
We give thanks for our blessings

The Shepherds and Angels ..............156
Jesus is our miracle

Hidden Treasure .............................152
Jesus is alive!

Jars of Thanks ................................155
It’s important to give thanks to God

Follow the Star ...............................158
Jesus is born

TOPIC

SERVICE 

SHARING 

SHARING 
FAITH 

SIN AND FAITH 
COMMITMENT 

TEAMWORK 

THANKF ULNESS 

TRUTHF ULNESS 

TRUST 

WISDOM 

EASTER  

THANKSGIVING 

CHRISTMAS  



7

Children’s messages are great growth stimulators—especially when it’s faith you’re trying to 
grow! 

Kids learn and remember more about God’s Word when they experience it in a meaningful 
way. Children’s messages play a key role in guiding kids into a deeper understanding of God’s 
plan for our lives, and they offer an eye-opening view of how God’s Word is relevant to us 
today. If you’re looking to grow kids’ faith, devotions are a regular part of their developmental 
diet. And if you’re spiritually nourishing kids, you need this book. Each of the more than 100 
children’s messages in these pages is specifically designed to deepen kids’ understanding of a 
Bible point or concept while evoking emotions through interesting and unexpected experi-
ences. Kids will find real-life meaning in the midst of fun and thought-provoking activities. 
And they’ll experience Scripture in new and memorable ways. 

When kids are engaged and learning in your ministry, they want to come back. The children’s 
messages in this book will add meaning and depth to every lesson you teach. So go ahead and 
start thumbing through—you’ll find more than 100 children’s messages that explore courage, 
God’s power, grace, peer pressure, truthfulness, wisdom, sadness, forgiveness, and so much 
more—all while solidifying biblical learning. 

In your hands you hold the perfect complement to every lesson, event, or extra five minutes 
you have with kids. Are you ready? 

Get Set, Go!
Here’s how to use this book to find the children’s message you need.

Each children’s message has a topic, such as courage or prayer. Peruse the Table of Contents to 
find more than 50 topics to choose from. 

All children’s messages are categorized according the age group they work best with: lower 
elementary or upper elementary. Each topic has an activity for both of the age levels. 

For each topic you’ll find an activity title followed by the Bible point, which connects the  
Scripture message to the topic.

Each children’s message has a direct Scripture link. To find a children’s message based on a 
Scripture, just go the Scripture Index on page 159. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS

SCRIPTURE INDEX

Introduction
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Safety First!
MAGNET WARNING

For activities with magnets, use only large magnets that can’t be swallowed, and warn kids 
against putting a magnet anywhere near their face. A swallowed magnet is a medical emer-
gency, so take steps to discourage kids from doing anything but the assignment with the 
magnets, and collect them when the activity is over. 

ALLERGY ALERT

Be aware that some kids have allergies to certain foods and other materials. The activities in 
this book that include these items have an Allergy Alert symbol. Always check with parents 
to see whether children have allergies or dietary concerns beforehand.

BALLOON WARNING

Balloons and broken balloons are serious choking hazards for people and pets. Use bal-
loons with caution, and pick up and discard all balloons and pieces of balloons. Also be 
aware of any latex allergies children may have.

ALLERGY ALERT!

MAGNET WARNING!

BALLOON WARNING!
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TOPIC

9

Have children sit in a circle or around tables. Distribute handouts and crayons. 
Say: Each of you has a blank face on your paper. You’re going to finish drawing the parts 

of the face by following my directions. But you’ll be blindfolded so you can’t see what 
you’re drawing. 

Secure a blindfold over each child’s eyes. 
Say: Follow my directions to finish the face on your paper. 

•	 Find the center of your paper and draw a big nose.
•	 Right below the nose, draw a smile with teeth. 
•	 Draw a small eye on both sides of the nose. 
•	 Draw spikey hair on top of the head. 
•	 Draw an ear on both sides of the head. 

Say: Let’s take off our blindfolds and see our finished faces.
Have children take off their blindfolds and set them aside for the Closing Prayer.
Ask: 

•	 Did your face turn out like you expected?
•	 Tell me what you were thinking while you followed my directions. 

Open your Bible to James 1:22-25. Show children the words and tell them the Bible is 
God’s special book. Read the Scripture.

Say: The faces we drew look silly or foolish. Even though you could hear my directions, 
you couldn’t see what you were doing. It looked like we forgot what a face looks like!

Ask: 
•	 Why do you think we’re foolish if we don’t obey God’s Word?
•	 How can we make sure we’re obeying God’s Word and not just listening to it? 

Say: If we read God’s Word but don’t follow it or forget what it says, we’re as foolish as 
these faces. God wants us to read his Word and follow its directions. 

Closing Prayer 
Open Our Eyes 

Have kids form a circle. Place the Bible in the middle of the circle.
Say: As we pray, I want you to lay your blindfold on top of the Bible. 
Dear God, we thank you for giving us your Word. We know it gives us direction for our 

lives. Help us to not only listen to your Word, but also to do what it says. In Jesus’ name, 
amen. 

Listen-and-Obey Faces
Do what the Bible says

Bible

SCRIPTUREI

Early Elementary

SUPPLIES I

James 1:22-25

PREPARATION I

You will need a Bible. 
For each child, you’ll 
need a copy of the 
“Foolish Faces” 
handout, a blindfold, 
and crayons or 
colored pencils.

PREPARATION I

None needed.

AGE GROUP

SCRIPTURE

SUPPLIES

PREPARATION
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