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Two or More: All Kids Together

;

WELCOME TO TWO OR MORE

The children’s curriculum specially designed for small churches!

Small Churches Rock!
We see you, small churches. And we love you!

For too long, you've had to adapt curriculums that are geared for big groups
of kids or that felt like big productions—when you have totally different
needs and strengths.

And that's why we created Two or More—to help you shine!

With Two or More, you can rest assured that every lesson is designed
just for you. Every lesson will...

- be simply laid out and easy to follow—easy to glance at quickly
to maintain eye contact with kids

- be geared for smaller, mixed-age groups of kids

- help you capitalize on your greatest strength: your ability to foster
relationships

..all while helping kids know Jesus and build lifelong faith!

Here’s a fact: One of the greatest emotional needs kids have is to feel seen,
known, and loved. To have that sense of “I belong here” and “people would
notice if  weren’t here.”

Those needs can be hard for big churches to fill. It takes a lot of
intentionality for big churches to create small groups and make
every child feel like he or she has a place.

But for you? That’s your greatest strength! When you have only a few kids,
you can't help but connect with them! Every child who comes into your
church is seen, known, and loved.

Maybe youve thought that unless you grow in number, your efforts are of
limited value—like teaching only a few kids isn't really making a big impact.
But consider this: Jesus loved small. Sure, he taught big crowds. But he
really invested his time in a relationship with 12 followers. And even among
them, he had three he mentored even more closely.

When a boy brought Jesus a small offering of fish and bread, Jesus made it
work. When Jesus saw a mustard seed, he said that’s what faith should be
like. When one sheep went missing, he noticed—and cared a lot.

Jesus can do alot with small.




HOW DOES IT WORK?

You may be wondering..can I really teach effectively when I have 3-year-
olds and 12-year-olds in the same class?

Yes!

Two or More ensures that every lesson will be impactful to a
child of any age.

Here are the ingredients of our secret sauce to ensure kids across age
ranges are impacted:

* Mentoring. Older kids help younger kids, giving older kids a
leadership role and responsibility.

» Adaptability. We've provided tips if you need to skew for a mostly
younger or mostly older group.

* Movement. Because kids are moving, theyre engaged—and kids of
all ages need to move.

» Authenticity. Youll find thought-provoking, personal questions that
don't ask kids to recite facts or knowledge.

* Simplicity. Kids learn one easy-to-remember Bible point each week.

* YOU. Because you're there, loving every one of them, kids will walk
away feeling seen, known, and loved.

Plus, you'll find that while each quarter of Two or More includes bite-size
themes, you'll work through the Bible, both Old and New Testament, every
year! This approach helps you give a strategic, thoughtful faith foundation
to kids in your ministry.

We've curated the most small-church-friendly parts of Dig In curriculum,
adapted it just for you, and designed it in a glanceable layout that
youre sure to love.

N
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TWO OR MORE LESSONS 45

So, what can you expect as you dive into Two or More?

Check In

This section was designed to really hone in on the small church’s ability to
see and know kids. Each week, there’s a general question about how kids
are doing—a chance for them to share openly. And because you only have a
few kids, there's time for everyone to share.
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Two or More: All Kids Together

Set the Stage
To set the stage, you'll ask a more fun, imaginative question that helps kids
gear up for the day’s Bible point or story.

Experience the Bible

Kids won't sit passively and listen to you tell a Bible story. The Bible comes
to life in an experiential way! With simple, effective experiences, kids get to
unpack what happened in the Bible..and why that matters today.

Hands-On Discovery

We surveyed small churches and found that most of you love to do crafts
or science experiments. In Hands-On Discovery, kids get their hands busy
and make exciting crafts or see how science can point us to God. But these
crafts and object lessons aren’t merely busy work—they’re intentional
experiences geared toward discovery and life application.

Play a Game

Yes, you can play games! Even with mixed ages. Even with only two kids.
You'll never see a game in Two or More that requires you to break into
teams..because we know your small group may be a team! But we also
know that kids love to play with you. So, no matter how many kids you
have, join in the fun to help build relationships! Plus, every game wraps up
with questions that help kids make a connection to the Bible point.

Activity Pages With a Purpose

Coloring sheets and puzzles are nothing new in children’s ministry. But
these puzzles are! That’s because these aren’t time-fillers to set out and
keep kids quiet. Each puzzle is an experience that.you guessed it..leads to
discovery. And because you have mixed ages, you'll find a puzzle option and
a coloring option that appeals to whatever skill level kids have.

Pray Together

Of course, prayer is important! And this section models that by helping kids
get involved in praying, rather than simply hearing their teacher pray. With
your smaller group, it’s a great chance to give every child a turn to pray.

BONUS: Explore More

We know that some churches are pressed for time, and may not even be
able to use all the experiences above! But we also know that sometimes,
you have more than an hour to teach, and we want to make sure every
moment counts. Your time with kids is limited and precious, so don't
rely on disconnected games and activities to “fill time” Instead, use this
intentional experience that furthers kids’ exploration of the Bible point.

BONUS: Sing Together

We know that some small churches have kids in “big church” for worship,
and others don't. So if you need to incorporate worship music in your
lesson, we've got you covered with all-included downloadable music
videos and audio tracks in the Digital Download Center. Need a DVD? The
Best of Dig In DVD, available at group.com, has all the same great songs
you'll find online!

Don't feel like you have to do all the options. With Two or More’s one-point
learning, youre guaranteed to cover the point of the lesson, no matter how
far you get!



THEME: God Is Our Friend

Moses and the
Burning Bush

Exodus 3:1-4:17 Lesson

e o »
. ﬁ Point

God is real.
Teacher Background

What Happens: Moses is tending his sheep when he sees a strange
sight: a bush that’s on fire but not burning up. When he goes to

investigate, he hears God speak to him and sees God give clear signs of

who he is. Moses’ encounter makes it clear that God is real. Key Verse

“So now we can rejoice in our
Why It Matters: While younger kids are likely to believe whatever wonderful new relationship
you tell them about God, older kids often want proof. They're used with God because our Lord
to things they can see, touch, or watch on YouTube. Even then, kids Jesus Christ has made us
are increasingly learning to try to sort out what's real and what’s Al- friends of God.”
generated, so they’re naturally skeptical. Even if they believe God is Romans 5:11

real, they may struggle with their inability to verify that truth. Use this

lesson to help kids experience God.
QUICK TIP

Think About: What evidence have you seen or experienced that

shows you God is real? Today’s point may bring up
some doubts, struggles, and

Pray for God to make his presence real in your ministry and to reveal guestions—especially among

himself to your kids. older kids. Make sure your space

is a safe place for kids to bring
those thoughts. Don't let anyone
feel ashamed for struggling with
the fact that God is real, but help
by pointing kids to Scripture that
can address their doubts.

Date: 7




This Leon at a Glance

WHAT HAPPENS & KIDS DISCOVER

CHECK IN The importance of friendships at church.
Connect about the week.

SET THE STAGE The connection between their world and the Bible.
Share about a topic related to the lesson.

EXPERIENCE THE BIBLE How Moses saw evidence that God is real.
Use tissue paper to act out the Bible story.

HANDS-ON DISCOVERY Emotion can help us remember that God is real.
Try to memorize two different collections

of photos.

PLAY A GAME Why we can believe God is real.

Decide what's real.

ACTIVITY PAGES WITH A PURPOSE How to examine evidence that God is real.
Identify real and fake items.

PRAY TOGETHER We can listen to our real God.
Do an active prayer.

EXPLORE MORE Jesus and the Bible show us God is real.
Try to guess an item based on
its description.

SING TOGETHER How to celebrate God.
Sing worship songs together.

BONUS OPTIONS

8 Two or More: All Kids Together



EASY SUPPLIES

10

O Bible
O green, orange, red, and white tissue
paper (1 sheet of each color per child)

10

O “What Do You Remember?” handout
(page 172) (1 per child)

O Cut each “What Do You Remember?” handout in
half along the dotted line.

O Make a stack of Collection 1 copies and a stack
of Collection 2 copies.

10

10

O “Moses and the Burning Bush” Activity
Page (1 per child) (page 15)
O pencils

10

10

O worship music
O media player

O Download songs from the Digital
Download Center.

God Is Our Friend Lesson 1
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SET THE STAGE (s minuTes)

O

CHECK IN (s minuTES)

.- Thank kids for coming and
have kids thumb wrestle with
afriend.

SAY: Today we’re going to learn
that ® God is real. And sometimes
we see that in strange or

surprising ways!
Make announcements and P g Y

collect offering. ASK: What’s something strange or

surprising you’ve seen? Share your
own quick story first, and then let
everyone share!

Celebrate any birthdays
by having kids sing “Happy
Birthday” with their lips

tucked over their teeth. SAY: Wow! We’'ve seen some

strange sights. In today’s Bible
story, we’ll see how God used

a strange sight to get Moses’
attention. Then Moses could see
that ® God is real. Let’s explore
God’s special book, the Bible, to find
out what Moses saw.

ASK: What do you want to tell
everyone today? Share your own
quick story first, and then let
everyone share! For groups of more
than six, have kids share in pairs so
everyone has a turn to talk.

EXPERIENCE THE BIBLE (10 minuTES) (9

SUPPLIES
- Bible

- green, orange, red, and white
tissue paper (1 sheet of each color
per child)

Showing kids a real Bible and reading
part of the story directly from the Bible
helps kids know this isn’t just a made-
up story—it’s found in God’s Word!

10 Two or More: All Kids Together

MAKE A BURNING BUSH
ASK: Tell about a time someone tried to get your attention.

SAY: People try to get our attention all the time. But | bet you’ve never
seen anything quite like what God did to get Moses’ attention! Let’s find
out what God did one day when Moses was out taking care of some sheep
in the desert.

Read Exodus 3:2-3.

SAY: Normally when things are on fire, they burn up! But the bush wasn’t
burning up. Let’s make bushes that don’t burn up.

Give each child a piece of each color of tissue paper. Show kids how to
crumple the green paper to make a bush and then wave the orange paper
all around it. Have kids set down their papers.

SAY: The burning bush got Moses’ attention to start with—but when he got
closer, God really got his attention. Moses heard God’s voice calling from
the bush: “Moses! Moses!” And God asked Moses to do a big job: Save God’s
people by helping them get free from the leader of Egypt. That guy was
called Pharaoh, and he didn’t treat them well.

Moses was scared to do that job. He thought people might not believe God
had sent him. But God said to tell people “I| Am who | Am.” In other words:
@ God is real! It was the real God who sent Moses to save people.



MAKE A SNAKE

SAY: Moses still wasn’t totally sure. He asked God to give him signs—
or miracles—that he could show people to prove that ® God is real
and God sent him.

Read Exodus 4:1-4.

SAY: Let’s see what that might have been like...well, a little bit!

Have kids uncrumple their bushes and roll up the green paper to make
snakes. Let kids play around with throwing them on the ground and
picking them up a couple of times. Then have kids sit down and set down
the paper “snakes.”

SAY: Our papers don’t change when we throw them on the ground and
pick them up. But Moses’ staff—which is like a walking stick—turned into a
real snake! God said if Moses showed that sign to people, they would know
® God is real.

MAKE SKIN SPOTS

SAY: Then God gave Moses another way to prove that ® God is real.

Read Exodus 4:6-7.

SAY: Let’s act that out!

Have kids tear small pieces of white tissue paper and place them all over
their hands and arms. Then have them cross their arms and then lift

and wave them to make all the pieces fall off. Direct kids to move away
from the papers.

SAY: God said if people didn’t believe Moses based on the snake sign,
Moses getting a skin disease and healing it before their eyes would prove
® God is real.

MAKE A PUDDLE OF BLOODY WATER

SAY: And just in case that wasn’t enough, God had one more sign.

Read Exodus 4:9.

SAY: Time to act out this sign, too.
Have kids use the red tissue paper to make a puddle on the ground.

SAY: These three signs, plus the burning bush, proved that ® God is real.
Moses still didn’t want to do what God had asked. So God said Moses’
brother Aaron could help him.

We had to make fake versions of God’s amazing signs. But Moses saw real
things from God! We can see other true signs that ® God is real. If we
watch for ways he’s working around us, we’ll see all kinds of evidence!

Celebrate Small

The beauty of each child having their
own supplies to reenact the Bible
story means everyone is involved,
and this experience can easily scale
to however many kids show up!

God Is Our Friend Lesson 1 11



/ HANDS-ON DISCOVERY (10 miuTes) @

SUPPLIES TRY TO MEMORIZE TWO COLLECTIONS OF PHOTOS
- “What Do You Remember?”
handout (page 172) (1 per child) SAY: God’s miracle of the burning bush grabbed Moses’ attention and
showed that ® God is real. When something grabs our attention, we also
EASY PREP usually remember it better.

Cut each “What Do You
Remember?” handout in half along
the dotted line.

ASK: What’s something you remember clearly from when you were
younger? Share an example of your own first.

- Make a stack of Collection 1 copies  ASK: Why do you think that memory is stored in your brain so clearly while
and a stack of Collection 2 copies. we can forget things from just last week?

SAY: Scientists who study the human brain say strong emotions lock
memories in our brains. Let’s put that idea to the test and see how true it is!

N\ 4

a\\

If your group today skews younger,
they may not be able to remember

- Give each person a copy of the Collection 1 handout, facedown, and have
kids keep them that way until you tell them to turn over the handouts.

many images. That’s OK! The - When everyone has the handout, challenge kids to turn over the
guantity should still increase from handouts at your cue and study the images, trying to memorize
Collection 1 to Collection 2. everything on the page.

Cue everyone to turn over the pages, and count to about 10 seconds
for studying.

- Then call time, and have everyone place the handout facedown again.

- Ask kids to think silently about what images they can remember seeing.

mboer? Have kids count how many things they could recall. Then have kids

name some of the things they remembered.

po You Reme

@/ %iﬁ%ﬂ
?g';?mé 1<

- Hand out the Collection 2 copies, and repeat the experiment with anew
set of images. The number of things most kids can recall should increase.

TALK ABOUT IT

Collection 3

ASK: What did you notice about how many things you were able to
remember from each set of images?

SAY: Most people who do an experiment like this are able to remember
more from the second set of images. Remember, brain scientists think
strong emotion helps lock things in our memories, so...

ASK: Why do you think the second set of images is usually easier
to remember?

SAY: The pictures on the first handout were pretty boring, but the pictures
q on the second handout showed some things that most people are afraid
of. Fear is a very strong emotion that grabs attention, and it helped the

o pictures stick in your memories.
God got Moses’ attention by showing Moses something amazing. Moses
might have even been a little afraid at first, and he probably felt lots of
o * @ other strong emotions. With the burning bush, God did a very memorable
& . % thing that helped Moses—and us—remember that ® God is real!

12 Two or More: All Kids Together



‘3LAY A GAME (10 MmiNUTES) @

VOTE ON WHAT’S REAL

SAY: Let’s see what we can discover by seeing what else is—and isn’t—
real and true.

. Have kids stand.

- Explain that after you make a statement, kids will indicate whether they
think what you're saying is real and true by striking a specific pose—or not.

- Following are 10 statements and suggested poses. After kids respond
to these statements, ask them to suggest the final two statements
themselves. Kids will love sharing obscure facts (or making stuff up!).

0 Scotland’s national animal is a unicorn. Touch your forehead if
you think thisisreal. (Real.)

0 The Greenland shark has an average lifespan of 390 years; some
live as long as 512 years. Stand on one foot if you think this is
real. (Real.)

0 There are more trees on earth than stars in our galaxy. Point to
the ceiling if you think this is real. (Real—NASA estimates there
are between 100 and 400 billion stars in the Milky Way. The earth has
more than 3 trillion trees.)

0 Cheetahs can’'t roar. Instead they make a sound similar to a
house cat. Meow if you think this is true. (Real.)

0 Humans are born without kneecap bones. Touch your knees if
you think this is real. (Real—humans develop kneecaps between
ages2and 6.)

0 Clouds may look lightweight, but the average cumulus cloud
you see on a sunny day weighs about 1.1 million pounds. Pretend
vou're floating if you think this is true. (Real.)

0 Nintendo was founded in 1889. Stand on your tiptoes if you
think thisis true. (Real—it started as a card game company.)

0 Because all tigers have the same stripes, it is impossible to tell
them apart by sight. Cover your eyes if you think that’s real.
(Made up—tiger stripes are as unique as fingerprints.)

0 Your brain is almost 60 percent fat. Touch your skull if you
think that’s real. (Real.)

0 Pangonia is the only country in the world where dogs are legally
allowed to own property. Pant like a dog if you think that’s real.
(Made up—Pangonia is not areal place.)

TALK ABOUT IT
ASK: How did you decide what sounded real and what sounded made up?
ASK: What makes it easy or hard to believe God is real?

SAY: Moses got to see and hear from God, so he knew ® God is real. We
can trust that’s true, too, even when it’s hard to believe.

Quick Tip

You’ll ask kids to make specific
movements. Modify the movements
if there are kids who can’t do
those listed.

In your mixed-age group, you may
find that younger kids copy what
they see older kids doing rather than
evaluating for themselves what they
think is the right answer. That's OK!
It shows that your preteens are role
models—and that’s the beauty of
small church!

v
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If you have mostly preschoolers, skip
the questions with numbers—those
will be difficult for preschoolers to
think about!

God Is Our Friend Lesson 1 13
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IACTIVITY PAGES WITH A PURPOSE (10 minuTES) e:)

SUPPLIES
+ “Moses and the Burning Bush”
Activity Page (1 per child) (page 15)

- “Moses and the Burning Bush”
Coloring Page (1 per younger child)
(page 16)

+ pencils

+ Crayons

N4

a\\

For younger kids, provide the Coloring
Page and crayons as an alternative.

SAY: When Moses heard God speaking to him from the burning bush, he
knew ® God is real. Then God gave him signs to show other people to prove it!

Let’s see if you can figure out what'’s real.

Distribute the activity pages and pencils. Kids will circle the photos of the
items they think are real.

ASK: Which items are you the most sure about? Why?

ASK: Think about the items you’re less sure about. What would help you
know for sure whether it’s real or fake?

SAY: Some of these pictures were obvious. But some were harder to tell! If
you were able to look at the object up close, you’d be able to know for sure.
The closer we get to items, the better we can tell if they are real or fake.

ASK: What does that teach us about getting to know that ® God is real?

SAY: God might not speak to us through a burning bush. But we can still get
close to God. We can talk with him and read his words to us in the Bible. The
closer we get to God, the more confident we’ll be that ® God is real.

Give kids the answers to the puzzle.
ASK: Did any items trick you?
ASK: What are some things that trick people when it comes to God?

SAY: Sometimes there are people who might say things that sound good
about God but aren’t true. If we’re not careful, those fake things can trick
us! But ® God is real, and everything we need to know about him is in the
Bible. Let’s pray.

ANSWER KEY: 1, 3, 5, and 6 are real

PRAY TOGETHER (5 minuTES) 6:}

P\

2/
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Have kids put their hands up to their eyes like binoculars.
PRAY: God, because you are real, help us see you at work.
Have kids rub their hands together.

PRAY: God, because you are real, help us feel you with us.
Have kids cup their hands behind their ears.

PRAY: God, because you are real, help us hear your voice. Right now, we
want to hear only your voice. We ask you to tell us something about who
you are. We're listening now. Pause for kids to listen. Then close the prayer.

Ask any kids who heard God speak to share what they heard.



Moses and the Burning Bush
Activity Page

Which things are real, and which are fake? Circle the
photos you think are of real items instead of imitations.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group's Two or More

LJ
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Moses and the Burning Bush

Coloring Page
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Exodus 3:1-4:17: Moses was out taking care of sheep one day when he noticed
something unusual: a bush that was on fire—but not burning up! Then he heard God
calling to him from the bush. God asked Moses to help set his people free! And Moses
got to see a lot of proof that God is real.

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Two or More

°
granted for local church use. Copyright © Group Publishing. Quarter 6, God Is Our Friend, Lesson 1 tWO ormore ”

Small Church Curriculum for Kids

Group Publishing is a ministry of Cook Media Global R



EXPLORE MORE (10 miNnUTES) @

DESCRIBE ITEMS

SAY: There’s a saying that goes like this: Seeing is believing.
ASK: What do you think that means?

SAY: Sometimes it’s hard for us to believe in things that we can’t—or
don’t—see. Let’s think about that as we try something together.

Have kids close and cover their eyes. This keeps them from looking
around the room to get ideas about what you might be talking about.

Describe an item in your classroom. It may be out of sight (like in a
drawer or cupboard) but should be accessible. It's OK to be a little
tricky in your descriptions, like saying, “This is made out of wood” as
you describe paper.

Give about three descriptions, then let a few kids guess (keeping their
eyes closed). When someone guesses correctly, everyone can open
their eyes, and you can show kids the item. If no one guesses correctly,
reveal the answer and show the item.

Choose a child to describe the next item.

Play as many rounds as time allows.

TALK ABOUT JESUS

ASK: Which helped you understand what something was: seeing the real
thing or listening to me tell about it? Why?

SAY: Sometimes words help us know more about something. And sometimes
seeing helps us understand better. In the Bible, seeing the burning bush
helped Moses see or better understand that ® God is real!

Many, many years later, God sent his Son, Jesus, to live on earth. Jesus is
100 percent human and 100 percent God. No one had ever been able to see
God walking around on earth like that before! Jesus helped people see or
understand that ® God is real. Let’s try something now!

ASK: How would you describe Jesus?

ASK: How could we find out the truth about Jesus?

Hold up a Bible.

SAY: The Bible—God’s Word—tells us that ® God is real. The Bible also

tells us that God sent his Son, Jesus, to live here and to die as a way to take
the punishment for our wrong choices. Because of Jesus, we can have a
forever friendship with God! That’s as real as it gets!

Quick Tip

You may have kids in your class who
don’t know Jesus, or who've heard
untruths about him. So when you
ask kids to describe Jesus, kids may
share things that are inaccurate.
Rather than shaming kids, simply
repeat what kids say, with the
preface, “Maybe you’ve heard that
Jesusis...”

Celebrate Small

Your small group enables you to
really find out what kids know

about Jesus and to personalize your
conversations to help kids understand
what it means to follow him.

God Is Our Friend Lesson 1 17



SING TOGETHER (10 minuTES) @

SUPPLIES Sing worship songs with your kids.
+ worship music

- media player
EASY PREP

- Download songs from the
Digital Download Center.

18 Two or More: All Kids Together



Spend 13 weeks diving into these exciting
topics with your small group of kids!

God Is Our Friend

Moses and the Burning Bush Exodus 3:1-4:17 God is real.
2 God Tells Job About His Creation | Job 38-39; Psalm 8 God is the Creator.
3 God's Promise to Abraham Genesis 15:1-7; 21:1-7 God is faithful.
4 | God Comforts Hagar Genesis 21:8-21 God is kind.
5 God's Special Home Exodus 40 God is holy.

Expect the Unexpected

Matthew 14:13-21;
Jesus Feeds Five Thousand Mark 6:30-44; Luke
9:10-17; John 6:1-15

Matthew 18:1-6; Mark Jesus shows us what it
9:33-37; Luke 9:46-48 | means to be great.

Jesus does the
unexpected.

7 Who's the Greatest?

8 | Jesus Forgives a Woman John 8:1-11 Jesus forgives.
The Prodigal Son Luke 15:11-32 We are deeply loved.
The Church Grows
The Church Unites Acts 10 LIS iR CTAUClEE
people.
_— . . A God's family is all over
11 | The Church Sends Missionaries Acts 8:4-40; 11:19-30
the world.
12 | People Pray for Peter Acts 12:6-19 CEErS LY (e
together.
(5 LB God's family raises u
13 | Paul Raises Up Timothy 2 Timothy 1; Y P

new leaders.

1 Timothy 4:12

With Two or More®, you can build relationships with kids of
all ages and engage in meaningful experiences whether you
have two...or a few!

group.com/TwoOrMore
800.447.1070
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